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C. HIGH COMMISIONER’S DIALOGUE  



 

 3 
 

 
 
of people travelling by sea to places where their lives or freedom may be threatened, in breach of the 
non-refoulement principle. The use of interceptions to shift burdens or frustrate the ability of asylum-
seekers, refugees and stateless persons to seek safety and protection are also concerning. 
 
F. UNHCR POLICY GUIDANCE  AND OTHER DEVELOPMENTS  

UNHCR has recently issued policy guidelines on “temporary protection or stay arrangements”12 and 
on inter-State arrangements for the transfer of asylum-seekers13.  Both of these are relevant to certain 
rescue-at-sea situations. Some recent external reception and processing arrangements for asylum-
seekers travelling irregularly by sea in the Asia-Pacific are of concern, falling below the international 
standards that UNHCR has set out for such arrangements.14  
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12 UNHCR, Guidelines on Temporary Protection or Stay Arrangements, February 2014, http://www.refworld.org/docid/52fba2404.html.  
13 UNHCR, Guidance Note on bilateral and/or multilateral transfer arrangements of asylum-seekers, May 
2013, http://www.refworld.org/docid/51af82794.html.  
14 Ibid. 


