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consideration and review of activities and developments relating to oceans and the law 

of the sea. It should be read in conjunction with other reports relevant to oceans and 

the law of the sea issued by the United Nations during the period under review.10 It 

should also be read in combination with the more detailed contributions provided by 

the United Nations specialized agencies, programmes and bodies, as well as other 

intergovernmental organizations,11 for which I express my gratitude. 

 

 

 II. Legal and policy framework  
 

 

10. During the period under review, the existing legal framework for oceans, which 

includes a large number of binding instruments, adopted and implemented at the global, 

regional and national levels, within the context of the Convention, continued to develop 

and expand. The conditions for entry into force for a number of global instruments were 

met.12 Binding instruments, complemented by important non-binding instruments, such 

as the 2030 Agenda, as well as the annual resolutions of the General Assembly on 

                                                                   4>-37<0056>-20<0003>-195<005A>-24<0048>-49<004F>-22<004F>->574183<0044>-37<005      3M000912 0 610050>-28<0045>-41<004F>-46<005C>-17<0003>-183<0052>3<005229<0044>-37<004F>-34<0003   

http://undocs.org/A/71/362
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/general_assembly/contributions73.htm


http://www.un.org/Depts/los/general_assembly/contributions73.htm
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/general_assembly/contributions73.htm


http://www.un.org/Depts/los/LEGISLATIONANDTREATIES/PDFFILES/mzn_s/mzn131ef.pdf
http://pcacases.com/web/sendAttach/2358
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26. 

http://www.recaap.org/resources/ck/files/news/2018/ReCAAP_ISC_Half-Yearly_Report_Jan-to-Jun_2018_FINAL.pdf
http://www.recaap.org/resources/ck/files/news/2018/ReCAAP_ISC_Half-Yearly_Report_Jan-to-Jun_2018_FINAL.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/frontpage/2018/July/unodc-wco-container-control-programme-states-meet-in-turkmenistan-to-enhance-cooperation-in-detecting-high-risk-consignments.html
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/frontpage/2018/July/unodc-wco-container-control-programme-states-meet-in-turkmenistan-to-enhance-cooperation-in-detecting-high-risk-consignments.html
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community,41 concerted action towards gender equality and empowerment of women is 

still needed in all ocean-related sectors.  

31. During the reporting period, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 

United Nations (FAO) promoted empowerment of women through better access to 

markets and reduced food losses, in the context of implementation of the Voluntary 

Guidelines for Securing Sustainable Small-Scale Fisheries in the Context of Food 

Security and Poverty Eradication.42 It also published a handbook and a video on gender-

equitable small-scale fisheries development and governance.43  

32. A focus on gender at World Oceans Day 2019, and on “Empowering Women in 

the Maritime Community” at the IMO World Maritime Day 2019,44 will provide further 

awareness-raising opportunities.  

  Labour at sea  

 

33. Seafarers and fishers at sea often work in difficult conditions and face a wide 

range of occupational hazards,45 while tending to lack access to financial resources, 

social protection, institutional support and education.46 These workers are often 

vulnerable to exploitation and may suffer human rights violations and labour abuses.  

Women, migrant labourers and youth are particularly vulnerable. Instances of seafarer 

abandonment have continued to increase.47 The Convention requires every State to take 

such measures for ships flying its flag as are necessary to ensure safety at sea with 

regard, inter alia, to the manning of ships, labour conditions and the training of crews, 

taking into account the applicable international instruments. 

34. The 2007 Work in Fishing Convention (Convention No. 188) of the International 

Labour Organization (ILO) entered into force in November 2017, setting out binding 

requirements to address key issues concerning work on board fishing vessels ,48 

including prevention of labour abuses through enforcement of minimum requirements, 

regularized recruitment process and investigation of complaints by fishers. 49 Pursuant 

to Convention No. 188, the first fishing vessel was detained following a complaint by 

the crew to inspectors about the working conditions. 50 

35. In January 2018, amendments to the 1965 Convention on Facilitation of 

International Maritime Traffic entered into force

Iecrui

http://www.fao.org/gender/resources/videos/video-detail/en/c/1119408
http://www.ilo.org/dyn/seafarers/seafarersBrowse.list?p_lang=en
http://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:12100:0::NO::P12100_ILO_CODE:C188
http://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:12100:0::NO::P12100_ILO_CODE:C188
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_596898/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_634680/lang--en/index.htm
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to the 2006 Code of the Maritime Labour Convention to protect labour rights of 

seafarers captured as a result of piracy or armed robbery at sea. 52 

36. In other developments, a tripartite meeting on migrant fishers was convened by 

ILO in September 2017 to follow-up on a resolution on the promotion of welfare for 

fishers, adopted by the International Labour Conference in 2007. 53  ILO also initiated 

work on decent working conditions in global supply chains, including seafood 

commodities.54 The FAO supported stakeholders to establish sustainable fisheries 

policies, including def

http://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_norm/---relconf/documents/meetingdocument/wcms_632462.pdf
http://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_norm/---relconf/documents/meetingdocument/wcms_632462.pdf
http://www.ilo.org/sector/activities/sectoral-meetings/WCMS_552792/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/sector/activities/sectoral-meetings/WCMS_552792/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.fao.org/3/a-v9878e.htm


http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/HotTopics/seamigration/Documents/Record%20of%20views%20Inter_agency%20meeting%20with%20the%20maritime%20industry%20on%20mixed%20migration%2030%20October%202017_Final.pdf
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/HotTopics/seamigration/Documents/Record%20of%20views%20Inter_agency%20meeting%20with%20the%20maritime%20industry%20on%20mixed%20migration%2030%20October%202017_Final.pdf
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/HotTopics/seamigration/Documents/Record%20of%20views%20Inter_agency%20meeting%20with%20the%20maritime%20industry%20on%20mixed%20migration%2030%20October%202017_Final.pdf
http://refugeesmigrants.un.org/sites/default/files/180711_final_draft_0.pdf
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continued to move forward with larger turbines and larger sized wind projects. Progress 

is also being made towards floating wind farms.68 

47. In terms of other emerging ocean activities, in 2017 the Group of Experts on the 

Scientific Aspects of Marine Environmental Protection identified deep sea mining and 

its impacts on the marine environment as a new issue for the attention of its sponsoring 

organizations.69  

48. In this regard, during the reporting period, the International Seabed Authority 

(ISA) progressed its work in the development of the Mining Code as a priority matter.  

Following global stakeholder consultation on the draft regulations on exploitation for 

mineral resources in the Area, the Council of the Authority undertook its first 

substantive consideration of the draft text in July 2018 and issued a revised text. The 

Council also discussed development of an economic model for mineral exploitation in 

the Area and financial terms for future exploitation contracts. With respect to 

environmental impacts of seabed activities, the ISA continued development of regional 

environmental management plans for the Area,70 envisaged as the primary means for 

delivery at the regional level of the Authority’s environmental objectives. 71  

49. Subsequent to the first periodic review of the international regime of the Area 

pursuant to article 154 of the Convention, the Secretary-General of the ISA prepared a 

draft strategic plan, taking into account the views of stakeholders. 72 The first ever 

strategic plan was adopted by the Assembly at the twenty-fourth session, as amended, 

to guide the direction and aims of the ISA for a five-year period.73  

50. In other developments, issues related to genetic resources, including digital 

sequence information on genetic resources,74 a global multilateral benefit-sharing 

mechanism under the Nagoya Protocol,75 and genetic resources and intellectual 

property

https://www.isa.org.jm/sites/default/files/documents/EN/SG-Stats/splos-jun2018.pdf
https://www.isa.org.jm/sites/default/files/documents/EN/SG-Stats/splos-jun2018.pdf
http://www.wipo.int/meetings/en/doc_details.jsp?doc_id=409619
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the importance of the need for capacity-building in marine science, related knowledge 

and expertise, as well as marine infrastructure. The General Assembly has continued to 

recognize that promoting the voluntary transfer of technology is an essential aspect of 

building capacity in marine science.77 

52. During the period under review, a number of activities and initiatives were 

undertaken to promote marine scientific research, increase research capacity of States 

and support the science-policy interface, including by the International Atomic Energy 

Agency (IAEA),78 the 

http://ioc-unesco.org/index.php?option=com_oe&task=viewEventDocs&eventID=2200
http://ioc-unesco.org/index.php?option=com_oe&task=viewEventDocs&eventID=2200
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rounds of regional workshops of the second cycle.85 The first round of regional 

workshops, which was held in 2017, aimed to inform the scoping of the second world 

ocean assessment, raise awareness and provide information and receive feedback on 

the first World Ocean Assessment,86 while the second round is being held in the second 

half of 2018 so as to, inter alia, inform the collection of regional-level information and 

data for the preparation of the second world ocean assessment. 87 

B. Conservation and sustainable use of living marine resources  

 

57. Ensuring the effectiveness of the science-policy interface in fisheries 

management is key to implementing the provisions of the Convention and the 

Agreement. The Informal Consultations of States Parties to the Agreement focused its 

thirteenth meeting on the topic “Science-policy interface” and raised key points relating 

to its strengthening in fisheries management.88  

58. Given the importance of the world’s fisheries as key contributors to food security 

and nutrition, livelihoods and economic development, the sustainability of the world’s 

fish stocks remains a significant concern. The Convention and the Agreement provide 

a comprehensive regime for the conservation and sustainable management of living 

marine resources and are complemented by other legal and policy instruments, 

including the 2030 Agenda. SDG 14 committed the international community to 

effectively regulate harvesting and end overfishing, IUU fishing and destructive fishing 

practices and implement science-based management plans, by 2020, in order to restore 

fish stocks.89  

59. The FAO estimated that the percentage of stocks fished at biologically 

unsustainable levels (overfished, depleted and recovering stocks) has grown from 31.4 

per 

/regularprocess/content/first-round-regional-workshops
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develop technical guidelines for the estimation of the magnitude and geographic extent 

of IUU fishing. It also endorsed the Voluntary Guidelines on the Marking of Fishing 

Gear and took note of a technical paper provided by FAO containing an overview of 

the implications of climate change for fisheries and aquaculture with a view to mapping 
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66. Regarding rapid innovations in shipping technology, the IMO Maritime Safety 

Committee (MSC) explored the way maritime autonomous surface ship (MASS) 

operations can be addressed in IMO instruments, including in the form of a scoping 

exercise to identify IMO regulations that preclude, do not preclude or would not apply 

to MASS operations, 

http://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/21790/4.3%20English.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y


https://undocs.org/UNEP/EA.3/Res.7
https://papersmart.unon.org/resolution/adhoc-oeeg
https://www.cms.int/en/cop12docs
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81. International cooperation and coordination remains critical to achieving the 

objectives of the Convention and the integrated management and sustainable 

development of the oceans and seas. It is well-recognized that the problems of ocean 

space, including the challenges to the conservation and sustainable use of the oceans, 

seas and their resources, are closely interrelated and need to be considered as a whole 

through an integrated, interdisciplinary and cross-sectoral approach. The General 

Assembly annually reaffirms the unified character of the Convention and the vital 

importance of preserving its integrity. It has, since the entry into force of the 

Convention, annually considered and reviewed developments at the global level under 

one consolidated agenda item on oceans and the law of the sea, as the  global institution 

having the competence to undertake such a review. It also established the United 

Nations Open-ended Informal Consultative Process on Oceans and the Law of the Sea 

(ICP) to assist in its functions.123 The nineteenth meeting of the ICP, held in June 2018, 

provided a unique forum for comprehensive discussions on anthropogenic underwater 

noise, facilitating the exchange of views among multiple stakeholders and improving 

coordination and cooperation between States and competent agencies. The 

effectiveness and utility of the ICP will be reviewed by the General Assembly at its 

seventy-third session. The General Assembly will also review the terms of reference of 

UN-Oceans, the inter-agency coordination mechanism on ocean and coastal issues 

within the United Nations system, which it had deferred in 2017 until its seventy-third 

session.124 These reviews provide an opportunity to consider whether international 

cooperation and coordination need to be further strengthened.  

82. During the reporting period, UN-Oceans, for which the United Nations Legal 

Counsel acts as focal point, strengthened and promoted coordination and coherence of 



https://www.ourocean2017.org/our-ocean-commitments
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Egypt, Ghana, Indonesia, Jordan, Nigeria, Sri Lanka, Solomon Islands and Timor-

Leste.  

93. A new capacity-building initiative related to ocean governance under the “United 

Nations-Nippon Foundation Sustainable Ocean Programme” was launched in 2018. 

Thereunder, the Division awarded four Critical Needs Fellowships to applicants from 

Cambodia, Guyana, Papua New Guinea and Senegal, which took place from April to 

June 2018. It delivered two trainings related to the BBNJ Intergovernmental 

Conference to 45 representatives from 42 States in April and May 2018. In July 2018, 

11 Thematic Fellowships focusing on implementation of the 2030 Agenda through the 

Convention and ocean governance frameworks were awarded to nationals of Fiji; 

Gambia; Lesotho; Myanmar; Samoa; Sri Lanka; St. Lucia; Sweden; Timor-Leste; Togo 

and Tonga.  The fellowship, which is held from August to December 2018, will consist 

of four months of in-person training at United Nations Headquarters, including 

briefings and activities to provide first-hand knowledge and insight into 

implementation of ocean affairs frameworks. 
 

Technical assistance to States 

94. Jointly with United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), 

the Division began to implement a United Nations Development Account funded 

project to assist Barbados, Belize and Costa



 
 

 

 22/22 

 

98. These impacts threaten safety of life, food security and livehoods and underscore 

the urgent need for more focus on the human dimension of the oceans. This is also so 

visibly illustrated in the context of the ongoing and large-


