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The COVID-19 outbreak is having a particularly devastating impact in this Hemisphere.
Over 5 million COVID cases have been registered and more than a quarter of a million
people have died since the pandemic began. Furthermore, our region’s economies are
expected to contract this year by more than 7%, with the Caribbean economy potentially
seeing a decline of 20 to 30%.

And on top of this, in cities across the globe we are seeing significant public unrest in the
name of social injustice. Any of these issues alone would pose significant challenges to
maintaining peace and security. But together they create the conditions ripe for terrorist
exploitation.

So we believe there are 4 key areas that our region, and perhaps others, must focus on in
the coming months:

First, effective biosafety and biosecurity measures are key. The disproportionate death
toll in the Americas from the 2009 global outbreak of HIN1, and the current Covid-19
pandemic underscores the urgent need for greater awareness, engagement and
investment in biosafety and biosecurity -- whether threats be of natural or man-made
origin. Over the next 3 years CICTE will be working with both policy makers and scientists
to improve biosafety and biosecurity protocols and strategies throughout Latin America.

Second, COVID poses new challenges for cybersecurity. Increases in telework and online
learning have generated a 50% increase in data traffic, for which some sources attribute a
350% increase in “phishing” attacks. To better support our governments, businesses, and
citizens, we need to redouble our efforts to prevent and mitigate the impact of cyber
incidents and attacks on our critical infrastructure.

We also need to prevent terrorists from exploiting Information and Communication
Technologies (ICTs) during the pandemic, and develop greater capacity to counter online
radicalization and violent extremist propaganda.

www.un.org/counterterrorism/2020-counter-terrorism-week 2



TIMITEN MATIMAC

AL e e AT

www.un.org/counterterrorism/2020-counter-terrorism-week 3






