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Opening Remarks for 
Mr. Vladimir Voronkov, Under-Secretary-General, UNOCT 

 
Soft Launch of the International Hub on Behavioural Insights to Counter 

Terrorism, established as a UNOCT Programme Office in the State of Qatar  
 

7 December 2020 ʹ 09:00AM 
 
Good morning, Good afternoon and good evening to all who joined us today, 
 
Excellencies,  
Ladies and gentlemen, 
Dear colleagues and friends, 
 
Welcome to the soft launch of the ͚International Hub on Behavioural Insights to 
Counter Terrorism͛, which we are inaugurating today as a UNOCT Programme Office 
in Doha. 
 
I am honoured that His Excellency Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al-Thani, 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs of the State of Qatar, is with 
us today. 
 
I am also pleased to be joined by His Excellency Major General Abdul Aziz Abdullah 
Al-Ansari, Director of the Department of International Cooperation and Chairman of 
the National Counter-Terrorism Committee, at the Ministry of Interior of Qatar, with 
whom I had the pleasure to sign the Agreement to establish this International Hub 
in December last year.   
 
I am deeply thankful to Her Excellency Alya Ahmed Saif Al-Thani, Permanent 
Representative of Qatar to the United Nations in New York, for her strong support 
and leadership throughout the process to establish the Hub.  
 
I had hoped to be in Doha in person for this historic event, but, unfortunately, 
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It will enable us to work more closely with our beneficiaries in the field, to have a 
better understanding of national and regional needs, and to strengthen the 
sustainability of our technical and capacity-building assistance. 
 
We will achieve all of this through continued close collaboration and coordination 
with the United Nations family on the ground.  
 
My colleague, Rafi Shah, will provide more detail on the Hub and its programme of 
work later today. 
 
This event offers an opportunity to discuss how behavioural interventions can help 
support the development and delivery of effective counter-terrorism policy and 
programming. 
 
I look forward to hearing from our UN colleagues and Counter-Terrorism Compact 
partners on their perspectives, experiences and good practices in applying 
behavioural insights to prevent and counter terrorism. Thank you for joining us 
Achim, Ghada, Michele and Miguel. 
 
We will also hear from Mr. Paul Daniell, who has led behavioural insights and 
countering violent extremism programming at the New South Wales Government in 
Australia. 
 
Let me close by expressing my sincere appreciation to the Government of the State 
of Qatar for its generous financial contribution, through which my Office continues 
to carry out its core policy, coordination and capacity-building mandates in an 
effective and sustainable manner. 
 
 
I now have the honour of inviting His Excellency Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Abdulrahman Al-Thani, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs of the 
State of Qatar, to make his remarks as our Guest of Honour ŝŶ�ƚŽĚĂǇ͛Ɛ�ůĂƵŶĐŚ. 
 
Excellency, you have the floor. 
 
Thank you.  
 
 
 
 
 
 


