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Migliore. He highlighted the current security situation in the Euro-Mediterranean and Gulf regions, with 

a particular look at North African and Middle Eastern countries, in which the already precarious political 

and humanitarian conditions have worsened due to COVID-19 pandemic. He stressed the political 

consensus achieved among the 34 PAM Member Parliaments now addressing the issue of ISIL detainees 

and their families in Iraq and northeast Syria and took note of the present status of ISIL terrorists held in 

European prisons. “We must examine the effectiveness of de-radicalization programs, post-prison 

monitoring, and halting the automatic release of prisoners, without a thorough clearance,” Migliore 

said. Parliaments are critical in counterterrorism efforts by sharing legislative practices and their 

determination to fight it, he stressed.  

UNOCT Deputy Director Miedico congratulated all parliamentarians on the International Day of 

Parliamentarism recognizing the significant contribution which Members of Parliament make to 

facilitate the implementation of the UN Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy and relevant resolutions of 

the United Nations Security Council. “The COVID-19 pandemic will continue to significantly impact 

international peace and security and related policymaking in the long term,” he said. Parliaments have 

powerful tools in their hands to counter the phenomenon of hate speech, including COVID-19-related 

hate speech, which is used by terrorist groups and their supporters to further their nefarious objectives 

and undermine government actions.”  

The OSCE PA-PAM-UNOCT Parliamentary Web Dialogue provided a forum for representatives of more 

than 65 parliaments to exchange views on how to keep counter-terrorism efforts high on the 

international agenda during and after the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Parliamentarians discussed how crisis situations such as the COVID-19 pandemic may aggravate terrorist 

threats by offering new opportunities for terrorist groups to advance their agendas, as the attention of 

the world has shifted, and resources may be refocused to fighting the pandemic and its consequences. 

The unprecedented global crisis and economic disruption caused by COVID-19 could exacerbate existing 

grievances and protracted conflicts, potentially leading to the emergence of new terrorist trends and 

threats, they noted.  

Participants welcomed the partnership between the UNOCT, PAM and the OSCE PA, and 


