


 

o 31 December  2011 (for 3
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 Intersessional tentatively scheduled in March 

2012) 

 

 

Summary of Discussions 

 

 

The Chairperson, Mr. Thomas Stelzer, ASG of DESA, thanked participants for attending 

the meeting and introduced the agenda items: (i) UN Conference on Sustainable 

Development (Rio +20), (ii) preparations for 4
th

 November Meeting of EC-ESA Plus 

Principals, (iii) MDG Summit outcome, and (iv) UNISDR Request for Observer status with 

EC-ESA.   

 

 

1.   UN Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio +20) 

 

Mr. Stelzer drew attention to the two notes for the Principals’ Meeting: a background 

note which provides the latest update regarding preparations for the Conference, and 

an issues’ note that frames the issues on the UNCSD agenda and provides initial ideas on 

how the UN system could collaborate to prepare for the Conference.  

 

 

Mr. Stelzer invited the EC-ESA Plus members to provide technical inputs to the 

preparations of SG Reports and other documents; to consider hosting and organizing 

expert group meetings (EMGs), seminars, workshops on the themes and objectives of 

the Conference; and to consider assisting countries in contributing to the preparatory 

process and the Conference itself. He informed participants of ECLAC and UNEP’s offer 

to second staff members to the Conference Secretariat. He invited Mr. Tariq Banuri, 

Head of the Office of the Secretary-General of the Conference, to introduce these two 

notes.  

 

 

Mr. Banuri explained that the Issues’ note asks the simple question- “what opportunities 

do they provide for us?” He also emphasized how UNCSD provides an opportunity for 

the UN System to contribute in many different ways: i) contributing to the SG Reports; 

ii) sharing experiences of lessons learned by filling in the questionnaire (available at: 

http://www.uncsd2012.org/) which asks four simple questions relating to experience, 

drivers of success, risks/challenges, and next steps. The synthesis of the lessons of 

experience will provide the substance for the synthesis report; iii) seconding staff 

members to aid the preparation process; (iv) supporting national and regional 

preparations; (v) considering collaborating around specific initiatives (UN-led, UN and 

Member States) that could be launched at the time of the Conference (e.g. trade and 

green economy; energy access, etc.). He stressed that the central question was about 

how to take advantage of the Conference. He called for concrete initiatives and noted 



 

the importance of bringing together the work of the agencies. He pointed out that 

Member States also have an interest in briefings, policy notes, etc, and suggested that 

the UN System and Member States work together in this regard.   

 

OHRLLS highlighted how sustainable development is a cross cutting issue that also 

pertains to Least Developed Countries (LDCs). In preparing for the LDC IV Conference, 

the issues of vulnerability and environmental degradation remain high on the LDCs 

agenda. OHRLLS emphasized that these issues should also be focused on in Rio +20 and 

offered its expertise and input to the analytical work underway. OHRLLS noted that it is 

important to clarify any misunderstanding around th







 

Mr. Banuri, UNCSD Secretariat, responded to some of the comments made by the 

participants pointing out that the UNCSD website is meant to be an open and 

transparent repository of UN System-wide inputs on the themes of the conference, 

where relevant publications, reports, outcome of EMGs, technical papers etc. can be 

uploaded and clustered by UN entities. He stated that the website has the capability to 

host individual pages for all UN entities, granted that content is driven by them. It was 

noted that DPI is leading a task force on information and communication, while DESA 

has established its own internal task force comprised of all its Divisions’ Directors. The 

organigramme of the UNCSD Secretariat will be made available to EC-ESA Plus 

members.  

In response to a question on the relation between EC-ESA, UNDG and EMG, Mr. Banuri 

pointed out that EC-ESA Plus is the platform for Rio+20 UN System-wide coordination, 

complemented by the UNDG and EMG coordinating mechanisms and their related 

networks. He highlighted that UNDP and UNEP Principals, as conveners of UNDG and 

EMG are committed to using them to contribute to the conference and its preparatory 

process. Mr. Banuri also reiterated that the issue of vulnerability was “very much on 

people’s minds” and noted that some agencies were coming together on this issue.  

 

Mr. Stelzer, ASG of DESA, reiterated the importance of clarifying the concept of green 

economy and supporting this with relevant empirical evidence. He stressed the 

importance of addressing the question of what the implications of green economy are 

for human development. He also stated that green economy expands rather than 

restricts policy space.   

 

 

2. Preparations for 4



 

 

4. Request for Observer Status by UN International Disaster Risk Reduction 

 

Mr. Stelzer informed participants of UNISDR’s request for Observer status with EC-ESA. 

With no objections to this request, he announced that UNISDR’s request will be 

recommended to the Principals.  

 

Mr. Stelzer called the meeting to a close and thanked participants for their attendance. 


