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Constitutional Constitutionally the islands are an external Territory of the Commonwealth
and political of Australia which governs the Territory under the Cocos (Keeling) Islands Act
outline 1955-7T7. The Act empowers the Governor-General of Australia, as the represen-

tative of Her MajJesty Queen Elizabeth II, to make ordinances for the peace,
order and good government of the Territory subject to Parliament's power
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a visit to the islands by Senator Reginald
ozmonoitie for the affairs of the Territory,

Timed to coincide with
silsi—, 7
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Tn another concensus adopted in the course of its Thirty-second Session
in 1977, the General Assembly noted "with interest" the decisions taken so
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this respect, the Mission wishes to note the complete control exerted by
Mr. Clunies-Ross, assisted by his manager, over the life of the community.
The Mission accordingly recommends strongly that steps should be taken as
soon as possible to devise appropriate means to disengage the links between
the two entities, in order to put an end to this undesirable situation.
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community from those of the Estate.
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As reflected in the foregoing, during its discussion with Mr. Clunies-
Ross, the Mission had the impression that he was not prepared to abandon
the anachronistic, feudal relationship between himself and the Cocos Malay
community. Also on several occasions during meetings with the Headmen, it
appeared that most of them, owing either to a lack of understanding or to
a fear to express themselves freely, saw no reason to interfere with the
status quo, which perpetuates control of the Territory and its people by
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the delegation of certain powers by the Minister to Mr. Clunies-Ross has
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recommends that the admlnlsterlng Power introduce the Australian dollar
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fr Arbayys

Territories are '"to ensure, with due respect for the culture of the peoples

concerned, their politiecsl, economic, socisl and educational advancement ...,
P s v mancwmmsnAdo Fhat dha adming o n-m-i.m Favwar tale gtanc_itn ractora

foster the cultural life of the community.

i The Mission regrets that primary education is not yet compulsory on Home
5 Island and that the curriculum is limited in its scope. Furthermore, the

| Mission notes with concern that there is no secondary education. In addition,
| Mr. Clunies-Ross, who is at present mainly responsible for this vital sector

5 of the social life of the communitf, informed the Mission that he did not
e i
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ANNEX ITI

MAP OF THE COCOS (KEELING) ISLANDS




