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He returned to St. Kitts in 1624 with about 45 companions, 2/ thus
marking the beginning of English Colonization of the West Indies.

e '

[

F

r
o=
i

£ e — | . BJ -

~

i

L‘ =3 = - -

began to live on the island. Since the English had already settled in
"the middle coastal strips'", the French were given "the northern and
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appointed Governor and nominated Legislative Council. The Council
congisted of ecivil servants as off1c1al members and planters and
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theless, the changes brought ebout by the Act dld not affect the
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including St. Kitts-Nevis, to institute change by local acts, since
_ the Crown had no power to legislate by order-in-ecouncil. The United
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Nevis, could emerge as a distinct constituent unit in the larger British
Caribbean Federation in 1958. Under the new constitutional arrangements,
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was appointed for each Territory. The new arrangement also provided
B for a miniaterial svatem in GS. Kitte-Navin sa wall ae in tha nthaw =
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held ministerial portfolios.
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recognized as "the principal instrument of policy"” and the Adminiastra-
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would be exercised by an Executive Council consisting of five unofficisl
members.

The Constitution as amended came into force in January 1960. 25/
It abolished the power of the Chief Executive to secure the enactment
of a bill rejected by the Legislative Council. It also provided for
the office of the Chief Minister, to be appointed by the Administrator.
An elected member who in the opinion of the Administrator was best able

| to command the confidence of a majorzty of the members in the Legis-
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Upder fhe new Consfituhion, the Administratar wag reanired tnoart

on, the ﬁ@mis thEE Fxecutive Couneil. evasnt ar. otherwise nvaridad.

government lands and property, to constitute offices and mske appoint-
ments, and in the exercise of his powers of parden. The Administrator
was not required to obtain the advice of the Executive Council in any
case in which, in his Judgement, the urgency of the matter required him
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Nevis in 1816. The Anguillans, who suffered from the lack of infra-
structural development on the island, objected to internal rule by
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In early 1975, St. Kitts-Nevis-Anguilla, §_§_/ along vith other
Associated States, expressed their intentions to seek independence from
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consideration. discussion and comments. propoged a federal tyme of
constr—tution for St. Kitts-Nevis, which would give Nevis a large measure
of autonomy while preserving the unity of the two-island State. In the
first part. the White Paper explaippd_the ursiting teken by the PAM/NRP
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at which two thirds of the votes cast were in favour of the separation
of the two islands. 68/

Annex II of the White Paper contained an outline of the constitution

to be introduced at independence. The propossals provided for a Federation
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opposition Labour Party had staged a walkout of an earlier meeting.

Subsequently, the territorial Government requested the administering
Power to arrange for talks on the independence of St. Kitts-Nevis in
3 1983. . This was followed by a visit of Mr. Cranley Onslow, the United
* K:ngdom Minister of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, to the
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H. Independence constitution

In December 1982, a Constitutional Conference was held in lLondon
under the chairmanship of Mr. Onslow, "to discuss and finalize an
independence constitution" and "to set the date for independence"”.

The Conference, attended by the delegations of the territorial Government

and the Oppostion, agreed on the basic principles of a constitution for

an independent St. Kitts-Hevis and that the Territory would become
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he inareased nrior tp the next coeneral slection from seven in St. Kitts
y_

and two in Nevis to eight in St. Kitte and three in Nevis. There would
be three nominated members in the Assembly: one appointed on the advice
of the Leader of the Opposition and two on the advice of the Prime
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age for voters would be 18 years, 88/

The judicial provisions would continue to allow for constitutional
questions to be referred to the High Court and for appeals on certain
matters to the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council in London, in
respect of decisions of the Court of Appeals. 89/

fn gpeddtetionn rafemard for fusdapartgl vichig.ord a<devd.. .




- 20 -

that emerged out of disorders in the 1930s. The rise of labour to mass
movement created political awareness among the masses and brought such
leaders as Robert Llewellyn Bradshaw and M.C. Paul Southwell to national
and regional prominence, These leaders organized the first political
party in St. Kitts, known as Labour Party, with the help of the Trade
and Labour Union., 94/
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in January 1979, while the second seat had become vacant upon the death
of Premier Southwell .

The last general election held in February 1980 (nearly one year
before it was constitutionally due), resulted in the defeat of. the
Labour Party which won only four of the nine legislative seats. PAM
led by Mr. Simmonds, won three seats and NRP, led by Mr. Simeon Daniel,
won two seats from Nevis. However, the Labour Party won 58 per cent of
the votes cast in St. Kitts, compared with 42 per cent for PAM, while . .
NRP won 84 per cent of the votes cast in Nevis, compared with 16 per -
cent for the Lebour Party. Following the announcement of the election Q,,-
cagulte the leadars at PAM and NRP formed a coalition_whereuvon an
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Leader of the Opposition. 98/

V. ECONCMIC, SOCIAL AND EDUCATIONAL CONDITIONS

Since the early days of colonization, the economy of St. Kitts-
Nevis has depended to a large extent on agriculture. In recent years,
however, construction, tourism and government expendlture have also
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The Government's developmental efforts have been assisted by
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Education is free and compulsory for primary and secondary school
students. 106/ There are 35 public schools, of which 19 primary and
I gecondary schools are located on St. Kitts and 10 primery and 2 secondary
schools are on Nevis., These schools are wholly maintained by the Govern-
ment. 107/ In the academic year 1978/79; there were 6,442 students in
primary schools and 4,797 students in secondary schools. In addition,
there were 1,44l students in 11 private schools.

With respect to higher education, students from the Territory
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States in association with the United Kingdom) including St. Kitts-Nevis,
the Special Committee in 1968 stated that it regretted the refusal of
the administering Power to co—operate with the Committee in its efforts
to obtain more complete information on the Territories, including

St. Kitts-Nevis. The Committee, considering that the information at

its disposal had not enabled it to assess the actual situation in the
Territory, requested the United Kingdom to enable the Cormittee to send
a visiting mission to tne Territory for the purpose of acquiring first-
hand information on the situation in the Territory and of assessing

the needs and wishes of the pecple. However, no visiting mission has been
invited to the Territory. :

B. Action by the General Assembly
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