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states that Òstrong institutions based on the rule of law and not on rule by law are essential for building 
peaceful societies, where people live free from fear and want. A culture of justice needs to be created 
and upheld to empower all people including the most marginalized. Breaking down silos through 
building partnerships across sectors and among all stakeholders is the pre-condition for the 
implementation of Goal 16 and all other sustainable development goals.Ó These words reflect very well 
Ð Òcreating a culture of peaceÓ being the very words enshrined in our logo Ð the thrust of IDLOÕs 
contribution to the SDGs debate, and the approaches that will continue to guide our work in the future. 
 
My final point has to do with the wisdom of investing in the rule of law. Progress towards the rule of 


