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The legitimate and legal rights of States under international law must be
respected by all;

The principle of the prohibition of the threat or use of force in international
relations of States and peaceful settlement of disputes should constitute the
cornerstone of the rule of law at the international level. In this regard, it is
essential that Member States remain committed to a rule-based regime in the
conduct of their respective relations with other Member States.

The NAM Members will be engaged in the debate of the Sixth Committee on the
subtopic identified in resolution A/71/148 entitled "Ways and means to further
disseminate international law to strengthen the rule of law". The Movement reemphasizes
that the principles and rules of international law are indispensable in preserving and
strengthening the rule of law at the international level. In this context, UN Member States
should renew their commitment to respect, defend, preserve and promote the UN Charter
and international law, with the aim of making further progress to achieving full respect
for international law and its dissemination to strengthen the rule of law.

The Movement would also like to emphasize the useful role that the UN
Programme of Assistance in the Teaching, Study, Dissemination and Wider Appreciation
of International Law plays in strengthening the rule of law at the national and
international levels. Through its training courses in international law, the audio-visual
library and other activities, the UN Programme of Assistance provides better legal
knowledge of international law and contributes to the objective of promoting friendly
relations and cooperation among states.

The Movement recognizes the serious danger and threats posed by the actions and
measures which seek to undermine international law and international legal instruments
and strongly encourage Member States to identify and pursue measures that may
contribute towards achieving a peaceful and prosperous world as well as a just and
equitable world order based on the UN Charter and intemational law.

The Movement also encourages States to resort to pacific settlement of disputes
through mechanisms and tools established under intemational law. We also call upon the
General Assembly and the Security Council to utilise the right conferred to them under
article 96 of the Charter of the United Nations to request for advisory opinions on any
legal question from the Intemational Court of Justice, whenever appropriate.

The Non-Aligned Movement recalls its submission on the mle of law and the
three main pillars of the United Nations presented to the Secretary-General on 30 May
2014 elaborating the common positions of the Movement on the linkages between the
rule of law and human rights, development, and peace and security. The NAM Members
also reiterates that human rights, the mle of law and democracy are interdependent and
mutually reinforcing. All States should fulfil their obligations to promote universal
respect for and observance and protection of all human rights and fundamental freedoms



for all, in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of
Hnman Rights £ind other instruments relating to human rights, and international law.

The Non-Aligned Movement stresses that the purposes and principles of the
United Nations Charter and the principles of intemational law are paramount to peace and
security, rule of law, economic development and social progress and human rights for all.
In this context, the Member States of the United Nations should renew their pledge to
uphold, preserve and promote the purposes and principles enshrined in the Charter of the
United Nations and intemational law, with the purpose of further advancing towards the
achievement of full respect of intemational law.

The NAM Members remain concemed on the application of unilateral measures,
and stress upon their negative impact on the mle of intemational law as well as on
intemational relations. No State or group of States has the authority to deprive other
States of their legal rights for political considerations.

At the same time, the Non-Aligned Movement underscores the need for the
United Nations Member States to fully respect the functions and powers of each principal
organ of the UN, in particular the General Assembly, and to maintain the balance among
these organs within their respective Charter-based functions and powers.

The Non-Aligned Movement underlines that close cooperation and coordination
among all principal organs of the United Nations is highly indispensable in order to
enable the Organization to remain relevant and capable of meeting existing, new and
emerging threats and challenges. Nonetheless, the Movement reiterates its concem over
the continuing encroachment by the Security Council on the functions and powers of the
General Assembly and the Economic and Social Council by taking up issues which fall
within the competence of the latter organs. The Security Council should fully comply
with the intemational law and the United Nations Charter.

The General Assembly must play a leading role in promoting and coordinating the
efforts towards strengthening the mle of law. However, the intemational community
must not replace the national authorities in the task of establishing or strengthening the
rule of law at the national level, but only to provide them with the necessary support at
their request.

The Movement recognizes the importance of national ownership in mle of law
activities and underlines the importance of strengthening national capacities of Member
States in the domestic implementation of their respective intemational obligations,
including through enhanced technical assistance and capacity-building. The Movement
reiterates the need for those activities to be undertaken at the request of interested
recipient Governments, strictly within the respective mandates of the United Nations
funds and programmes. It is also necessary to take into account the customs and the
national political and socioeconomic realities to prevent imposition of pre-established
models upon Member States that would hinder the resolution of existing problems in each
country.



Regarding the Rule of Law Unit, the Movement reiterates that appropriate
mechanisms should be established for Member States to 


