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Thank you, M adam Chair,

1. Our sincere
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3. We are fully conscious of the potential threats that violent extremism posesto our
vulnerable tourism -based economy.Given this situation, the Maldives passed the
Prevention of Money Laundering and Terrorism Financing ikc2014, andpassed and
ratified the Prevention of Terrorism Adnh 2015, which lead to the establishment of
the National Counter Terrorism Centre in 2016. This Centre serves as the principal
adviser to the President and the National Security Council on issues related to
terrorism and violent extremism . Itis also the national focal point for all counter-
terrorism related matters. Additionally, under the anti-terrorism legislation act,
Maldivian s traveling to fight in wars in foreign lands are considered as serious

criminals
Madam Chair,

4. We understand that the causes behindterrorism are often complex. As such, we
aim to tackle violent extremism through a whole-of-ce"@E'Z+¢ 1S thidughS E 61
our National Strategy on Prevention and Countering Violent Extremism. This
strategy outlines our approach to prevent violent extremism i n the Maldives, by
building a more cohesive society and strengthening and empowering more
resilient communities. It addresses miscommunication and stigma through
positive messaging for solidarity, while enhancng inclusive dialogue to counter
the rhetoric of hate speech, xenophobia and related intolerances. We aim tateach
our children values of respect and tolerance but we must also ensurethat we

provide our youth with opportunities to realise their fullest potential.
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