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With respect to the work before us in the coming weeks, we hope that the Sixth 
Committee will be able to reach a consensus on a subtopic for next year.  We think that the past 
practice of selecting subtopics can lead to more focused and productive debates on the rule of 
law in this forum.  

 
Finally, let me say that when we gather here in the Sixth Committee, we do so on the 

basis of an understanding.  That at its best, legal discourse is a substitute for more dangerous 
ways to approach problems.   
 

In our view, that same understanding is fundamental to preserving the rule of law.  If the 
rule of law is protected, then the rules-based international legal order is also protected, and we 
are better able to address the global challenges before us.   
 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.   
 


