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The Commission has already referred to 'international organizations' 

as “ intergovernmental organizations” in most of its previous works 

including in the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties (1969), the 

Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties between States and 

International Organizations or between International Organizations 

(1986), the Vienna Convention on the Representation of States in their 

Relations with International Organizations of a Universal Character 

(1975), and the Vienna Convention on Succession of States in respect of 

Treaties (1978). In all instances, 'international organization' is defined an 

'inter-governmental organization'. Therefore, the Commission should 

build on its previous definitions of international organizations and 

integrate the elements that were generally accepted as constituting 

international organizations. 

 

2) 
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Mr.  Chairman, 

Now I turn to Chapter VI of the ILC Report and the topic of 

"Prevention and repression of piracy and armed robbery at sea". 

My delegation wishes to express its appreciation to the Special 

Rapporteur, Mr. Yacouba Cisse for preparation of his first report on the 

topic. 

 

The first report includes an in-depth analysis of 
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crime under the draft Legislation; therefore, no statute of limitations
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practice and views concerning the matter as well as various guidance and 

recommendations of IMO 
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Present Problems". The aforesaid provision reads: "Flag States shall 

ensure that privately contracted armed security personnel act in 

conformity with generally accepted international standards for 

maintaining the safety and security of vessels and aircraft
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navigation, propagate lawlessness and undermines the rule of law, 

particularly the law of the sea. 

In August 2020, the United States confiscated four fuel consignment 

owned by Iran after it had forcibly seized the foreign-flagged oil tankers 

bound for Venezuela. The U.S. Department of Justice confirmed later in 

a press release dated 14 August 2020 that the proceeds of the forfeited 

shipments were successfully directed to a fund for compensating the U.S. 

so-called “Victims of State-Sponsored Terrorism”! 

 

As recently as August 2023, another cargo of Iranian crude oil that 

had been seized by the United States 
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The unlawful seizure of Iranian vessels for monetary purposes, 

demonstrates the United States’ admission and acknowledgement of the 

existence of the element of "private ends" in its 'piratic practice' against 

Iranian commercial ships. My delegation will argue, then, that the United 

States' forcible seizure of commercial vessels and confiscation of their 

shipments for the purpose of financing the Fund established by the 

government to redress certain individuals, contains essential elements of 

acts of piracy. 

 

It is also important to note in this regard that the United States 

legislation "defines piracy in very general terms, describing piracy as 

violence against maritime navigation", as it has been referenced by the 

Special Rapporteur in paragraph 201 of his report. The list of 'illegal acts 

at sea' under the United States Code on Crimes and Criminal Procedure 

includes plunder of distressed vessel, attack to plunder vessel, receipt of 

pirate property, and robbery ashore (See. U.S. Code, Chapter 81- Piracy 

and Privateering, Sections 1658-1661). 

 

Given that, my delegation believes that the United States' forcible 

seizure of Iranian commercial ships contains all the elements of 'act of 

piracy' as identified in the United States domestic law, as well. 
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That said, my delegation believes that piracy is the only crime in the face 

of which the exercise of universal jurisdiction is undisputed even without 

any erga omnes partes basis.   

 

 It is noticeable that the Security Council in resolution 2442 adopted 

on 6 November 2018 (S/RES/2442) concerning the situation in Somalia, 

and in particular with respect to piracy and armed robbery at sea off the 

coast of Somalia, welcomed the Shared Awareness and De-confliction 

Initiative (SHADE) and the efforts of certain individual countries, inter 

alia the Islamic Republic of Iran. In addition, the Secretary-General has 

already publicly recognized the efficacy and dedication of Iran's efforts 

aimed at countering piracy in numerous reports.  

 

In conclusion, Mr. Chairman,  my delegation would like to 

underline the importance of the topic at hand not only for clarifying the 

definition of piracy and the applicable rules related to it but also for better 

preserving the rule of law and securing the freedom and safety of 

navigation at sea. In this context, the importance of addressing all 

instances and manifestations of piracy and armed robbery at sea, including 

those perpetrated by the States such as those conducted by a certain state 

cannot be overemphasized. 
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I thank you, Mr. Chairman.  


