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civilians trapped in the
fighting in Ragqgah.

3 am deeplydisturked byreportscoming out of Raggahfdhe horrendoussituationfaced by
civilians caughup inthe offensive to retake the city from thecalledislamic Stateof Irag and
the Levant (ISIL) The city is under intense bombardmentittgrnational countelSIL coalition
forces andhe Syriam Democratic Forces (SDF

Raqqabstill controlled byISIL. In addition
to the terrible situation they face in the cit8]L is reportedly killing those who try to escape,
and coalition forcesare targetingboats on the Euphrates river, which had been one of the
remaining escape routes for civilians. At the same tionglians in the areas south of the
Euphrates river are reportedly facing indiscriminate attacks by Syrian government forces and
theiralliesduring military operationso retakethe area

3, XUallHparties to adhere to their obligations undeternational human rights and
internationalhumanitarian law, in particulaheir responsibility to take all possible measures to
proted civilians and civilian infrastructureand to ensure that athilitary action, including
airstrikes, areproportionate ang@omply with international law The legitimate aim ofetaking
Raqggatmust notbeachievedat such a high cost mvilians”~ W K HiabA&ItHder said.

The Special Advisor reiterated cafor a humanitarian pause to spare civilian livé$sVvV WKH
offensive to retake Raggah reaches its final stagesfighting is likely to intensifyaswill the
risksfaced bycivilians still trappedin the city | urge all parties and the international community
as a whole to ensure the protection of civilimpped in Raggaand to take all possible steps to
DOORZ WKHP WR OHDYH VDIHO\ -

* k%% %

For media queries please contact:

Maria Westegren Office on Genocide Prevention and the Responsibility to Protect
http://www.un.org/en/preventgenocide/adviser/
Phone: +1 212 968241 Email: maria.westergren@un.org




