


LI IR T A A CID E N TR Gl YA Y

Judgment No. 2020-UNAT-1066
|

JUDGE DIMITRIOS RAIKOS, PRESIDING.

1.1 Mr. Krioutchkov appeals Judgment No. UNDT/2019/184, which dismissed
his application on remand and concluded that the contested decision of the Administration not to
consider his candidacy for Job Opening (“JO”) 50523 was lawful. For reasons set out below, we
affirm the UNDT Judgment.
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21.! Further, Section 3.3.4.4.b. of the 2012 “Manual for the Applicant on the
Staff Selection System (inspira)”, related to the “Education” requirement of job openings,
provided that when evaluating candidates’ academic credentials, the Organization is guided
by the WHED compiled by UNESCO and the 1AU.

22.!  The Manual also provided that “[t]aking fully into account that the Member States
have different education systems, the United Nations references the credential level
determined by competent national authorities conferred by an institution in the participating
countries provided in the IAU/UNESCO List”, and that this “credential level is therefore

referenced and used to determine the equivalence of [a candidate’s] degree”.

23.!  In the present case, as per the evidence on file established by the UNDT, when
selecting the MGIMO as the educational institution attended, Inspira presented a candidate
with the following options for academic titles: Bakalavr, Certificate/Diploma, Doktor Nauk,
Kandidat Nauk, Magistr, and Specialist Diploma. The candidate’s choice was then reflected
under the item “Degree obtained” in the PHP generated for submission when applying to a
job opening. Mr. Krioutchkov, when applying for JO 50523, indicated in his PHP that his
highest level of education was a “Certificate/Diploma” obtained from Moskovskij
Gosudarstvennyj Institut Meldunarodnyh Otno"enij. He also indicated in his PHP that his
degree’s title in English was a “MASTER’S DEGREE, Diploma in Economics”.

24.! In the course of reviewing what options concerning education and university degrees
were available in the Inspira system at the relevant time and as to the choice(s) made by
Mr. Krioutchkov when applying to JO 50523, the UNDT Judge first found that the Inspira
Applicant’'s Manual was available to all Inspira account holders in 2015 and, more
importantly, the WHED was embedded in Inspira, i.e., the education degree information
used when generating a candidate’s PHP came from a pre-defined list of options provided to

candidates.?
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25.1 Based on these findings, the UNDT concluded that Mr. Krioutchkov had failed to
indicate that he possessed the degree required by JO 50523, since he had incorrectly entered
his education details and, consequently his candidature was lawfully not released to the
hiring manager because Inspira had automatically screened him out as not meeting the
minimum educational requirement for the job opening, namely to possess a first-level

university degree.*

26.!  Mr. Krioutchkov takes issue with the UNDT’s findings and conclusions by arguing
that it committed a series of legal and factual errors which, taken collectively or separately,
led to a manifestly unreasonable outcome, namely, the finding that his disqualification from
the selection process was not unlawful. In particular, Mr. Krioutchkov submits that the
UNDT failed to implement the UNAT Judgment, as it did not
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would render him ineligible for the position and he had access to the relevant Manual at the

material moment, i.e., when he applied for JO 50523. Moreover, as already noted, the

Manual provided information on the educational levels adopted by the Organization as set
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was found, there is no justification for the award of any compensation. As this Tribunal
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32.!  The appeal is dismissed and Judgment No. UNDT/2019/184 is affirmed.

Original and Authoritative Version: English

Dated this 30t day of October 2020.
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