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UN Capacity Development Programme on International Tax Cooperation

ing all the regions of the world, has been contracted to 
develop power point slides and accompanying text for 
respective modules of the course. Due to the novelty of 
this initiative in the context of a truly global organiza-
tion like the United Nations, the above-mentioned ex-
perts embarked on this project with extraordinary en-
thusiasm and, notwithstanding the limited funding, 
committed to deliver extensive top-notch materials, the 
production of which would normally require much more 
substantial resources.

Produced materials have been undergoing techni-
cal review in order to ensure that they adequately re�ect 
positions, priorities and interests of developing coun-
tries. �e most suitable choices for technical reviewers 
are members of the Committee as custodians of the UN 
Model and authors of its 2011 update, who generously 
agreed to undertake this function on pro-bono basis. To 
date, two technical reviews were held: (1) on 12-13 Oc-
tober 2012 in Geneva; and (2) on 26-27 January 2013 in 
Rome. �e �nal technical review will be held in the fall 
of 2013, after which the course will be �nalized. �e �rst 
training event is planned for the �rst quarter of 2014. At 
the later stage, regional plug-ins for the course will be 
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most signi�cant similarities and divergences between 
the UN Model and the OECD Model were discussed, 
particularly as they related to the issue of to what ex-
tent a country should forego, under bilateral tax treaties, 
certain taxing rights, which would be otherwise avail-

able to it under domestic law, with a 
view to avoiding double taxation and 
encouraging investments. In addition, 
the Seminar included a panel discus-
sion on current issues in international 
taxation and the future of interna-
tional cooperation in tax matters from 
a developmental perspective were 
discussed.

UN Capacity Development Programme on Double Tax 
Treaty Negotiation

On 13-14 December 2012, an Expert Group Meeting 
on “Tax Treaty Negotiation and Capacity Development” 
was held in New York. �e experts, including mostly 
members of the Committee, shared their experiences in 
the area of double tax treaty negotiation, with a focus 
on the needs of developing countries at di�erent lev-
els of development and with diverse macroeconomic 
conditions and goals. �ey also reviewed the existing 
knowledge on the subject, as well as available materi-
als and capacity development tools, including those de-
veloped by the Committee. �en, they determined how 
and to what extent these resources could be e�ectively 
used and needed to be improved or complemented for 
the purposes of delivering capacity development initia-
tives in the area. �ey also put forward proposals on 
content and implementation of such capacity develop-
ment activities. Speci�cally, it was decided that instead 
of developing its own course on tax treaty negotiation, 
the United Nations should join forces with the OECD, 
which already has a very comprehensive training pro-
gramme in this area. �e role of the United Nations 

will be to ensure that the programme is o�ered to wide 
spectrum of developing countries, as well as to provide 
inputs to the materials, which relate to the UN Model. 
�e two organizations have already made concrete plans 
for the �rst joint event.

It was also decided that a number of practical pa-
pers needed to be developed on the negotiation of tax 






