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•   Strengthened	  tax	  administration	  and	  collection	  are	  critical	  and	  must	  be	  accompanied	  by	  further	  transparency	  
on	  budgets	  and	  expenditures,	  to	  foster	  tax	  morale	  and	  trust	  in	  government.	  

•   Global	  action	  is	  needed	  to	  close	  loopholes	  and	  safeguard	  country	  efforts	  to	  mobilize	  domestic	  resources,	  
including	  through	  tax	  cooperation	  that	  promotes	  favourable	  investment	  and	  trading	  climates	  that	  can	  
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with	  subcommittee	  meetings,	  to	  strengthen	  the	  dynamic	  interaction	  between	  policy	  work	  and	  capacity-‐building	  
for	  greater	  impact	  on	  the	  ground.	  We	  will	  also	  seek	  inputs	  on	  how	  capacity-‐building	  initiatives,	  as	  well	  as	  South-‐
South	  sharing	  of	  experiences	  and	  mutual	  learning,	  could	  support	  countries	  in	  addressing	  tax-‐related	  issues	  
relevant	  to	  achieving	  the	  SDGs.	  	  

	  
*	  *	  *	  

As	  a	  Committee	  and	  wider	  community	  you	  are	  at	  your	  midpoint.	  Two	  years	  remain	  to	  deliver	  on	  your	  
ambitious	  agenda,	  with	  concrete,	  practical	  guidance	  across	  a	  range	  of	  hot	  topics.	  The	  policy	  and	  technical	  
challenges	  may	  seem	  daunting.	  Yet,	  you	  are	  capable	  and	  committed,	  with	  the	  Secretariat	  proud	  to	  be	  at	  your	  
side.	  
	  

Others	  assist	  us	  and	  allow	  us	  to	  find	  our	  best	  selves,	  as,	  in	  the	  great	  poem	  Inferno,	  where	  Virgil	  assisted	  
Dante	  through	  the	  darkness.	  The	  assistance	  is	  spiritual	  and	  financial,	  both	  vital.	  I	  reported	  last	  year	  on	  a	  multi-‐
donor	  project	  UNDESA	  had	  prepared	  to:	  i)	  provide	  strengthened	  substantive	  and	  logistical	  support	  to	  the	  
Committee,	  including	  its	  subcommittees;	  ii)	  support	  more	  inclusive	  and	  broad-‐based	  country	  engagement	  in	  
international	  tax	  discussions	  and	  institutions;	  and	  iii)	  enhance	  and	  strengthen	  the	  impact	  of	  capacity	  
development	  efforts	  aimed	  to	  disseminate	  and	  operationalize	  the	  Committee’s	  work	  at	  country	  level.	  
	  

We	  gratefully	  acknowledge	  the	  generosity	  of	  Norway	  as	  first	  contributor	  to	  the	  project,	  covering	  
approximately	  two-‐thirds	  of	  the	  6.75	  million	  US	  dollar	  budget.	  But	  the	  rest	  remains	  in	  need	  of	  donors.	  Support	  
from	  India	  and	  the	  European	  Commission,	  which	  we	  hope	  can	  continue	  through	  the	  same	  project	  or	  in	  another	  
form,	  has	  also	  been	  critical	  for	  the	  Committee’s	  work,	  especially	  in	  re-‐invigorating	  the	  subcommittee	  system.	  
The	  current	  UN	  budget	  crisis	  makes	  fully	  funding	  the	  project	  all	  the	  more	  necessary	  and	  urgent.	  
	  

The	  insights	  and	  direction	  setting	  of	  the	  Committee,	  with	  the	  benefit	  of	  input	  from	  our	  valued	  
observers,	  will	  contribute	  to	  the	  quality	  of	  current	  and	  future	  Committee	  guidance.	  Your	  deliberations	  this	  
session	  will	  surely	  also	  preserve	  and	  extend	  the	  welcoming,	  frank	  but	  respectful	  Committee	  environment	  to	  
consider	  issues	  and	  different	  perspectives	  on	  them,	  which	  plays	  a	  unique	  part	  in	  the	  wider	  discourse	  of	  
international	  tax.	  
	  

I	  thank	  the	  Committee	  for	  its	  continued	  commitment	  to	  the	  role	  of	  tax	  cooperation	  in	  sustainable	  
development.	  On	  behalf	  of	  UNDESA,	  I	  wish	  the	  Committee	  and	  all	  participants	  an	  enjoyable	  and	  highly	  
successful	  session.	  
	  

*	  *	  *	  *	  *	  
	  
	  

	  
	  


