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There are some significant headline proposals that were included by the LDCs in the 

zero draft of the DPoA, which I feel bear further explanation. And so, we hope to 

increase the level of understanding of how some of these initiatives could be 

structured and operate. 

To help us in doing so, we have secured presenters, from within and outside the UN 

system, that can spark interactive discussion. 

Discussion that will hopefully lead to an increased understanding of some of the key 

elements in the Rev.1 Outcome Document. 

One such proposal is in the area of education, and so at our first session tomorrow 

we will hear presentations on Education for STEM Graduates. 

This is expected to stimulate discussion that touches on the proposal to establish an 

online university for LDCs. 

Similarly, Session 4 on Trade and Investment will see presentations that are 

relevant to the proposal to extend the transition period for graduated LDCs under the 

TRIPS Agreement, as well as the aspects of the Outcome Document related to Aid 

for Trade. This Session will also be relevant to the concrete proposal to establish an 

International Investment Support Center. 

Colleagues, 
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So, I would have been amazed to learn that in 2021, I would be having the 

opportunity to address you here today -




