


FINANCIAL CRISIS INCREASES VULNERABILITY 

The contrast between the two parts of the region also extends to the rates of extreme poverty, benchmarked as persons 
living on less than $1.25 a day. The rate in Asian CIS countries was at 19 per cent in 2005, while in the European CIS 
countries, it had fallen to virtually zero. 

The economic crisis is likely to have increased the percentage of workers engaged in vulnerable employment – charac-
terized by inadequate earnings, substandard working conditions and a lack of formal work arrangements and benefits 
– particularly in Asian CIS countries, with 44 per cent of workers estimated to be in positions of vulnerable employment 
in 2009, compared to 41 per cent in 2008. The crisis also led to a decline of labour productivity in 2009, with the largest 
fall in output per worker in European CIS countries. 

At a September UN summit, world leaders will seek agreement on an action agenda to build on successes and close 
the gaps in achieving all the MDGs by the target year of 2015. More than 100 Heads of State and Government are 
expected, along with leaders from the private sector, foundations and civil society organizations. 

The Millennium Development Goals Report, an annual assessment of regional progress towards the Goals, reflects the 
most comprehensive, up-to-date data compiled by over 25 UN and international agencies. Produced by the UN Depart-
ment of Economic and Social Affairs, the report has been designated by the UN General Assembly as an official input to 
the MDG summit. A complete set of the data used to prepare the report is available at http://mdgs.un.org 


