


dren more widely—their use increased from 2 per cent in 2000 to 20 per cent in 2006, though the region still has the 

highest child mortality: in 2007, close to one in seven children died before their fifth birthday.

Prevalence of HIV in sub-Saharan Africa has leveled off and access to treatment has improved. More HIV-positive 

pregnant women are receiving treatment to prevent transmission to their babies. But, the report warns, sub-Saharan 

Africa is still home to 67 per cent of people living with HIV. Over one third of new HIV infections and 38 per cent of 

AIDS deaths in 2007 occurred in the south of the continent alone in 2007.

In another positive account, the report says that major breakthroughs in education have been achieved in sub-

Saharan Africa, with enrolment increasing by 15 percentage points from 2000 to 2007. But still, almost half of the 

72 million children out of school worldwide live in sub-Saharan Africa. And these numbers of out-of-school children 

are dropping far too slowly for the education target to be reached by 2015. 

Sanitation coverage in sub-Saharan Africa, which was dramatically low in 1990, has improved markedly, with the 

proportion of people using toilets, latrines or other forms of improved sanitation increasing by over 80 per cent since 

then. 

Although donor countries have recognized the need to increase aid, especially to Africa, total aid remains well below 

the United Nations target of 0.7 per cent of donor country gross national income, according to the report. And with 

the global economy contracting in 2009, even if the majority of donors’ commitments remain in force, the absolute 

amount of such commitments will diminish.

Looking at progress since the 2005 Gleneagles summit, where G-8 members projected that their commitments, com-

bined with those of other donors, would double official development assistance (ODA) to Africa by 2010, the MDG 

Report says that preliminary data for 2008 show that, excluding debt relief, bilateral ODA to sub-Saharan Africa 

rose by 10 per cent in real terms from the previous year. Despite this progress, donors will need to rapidly increase 

their aid to Africa if they are to fulfil their 2005 pledges.

The Millennium Development Goals Report is the most comprehensive global MDG assessment to date. It is based 


