


developing countries fell in the last quarter of 2008, as the financial meltdown in high-income economies began to 
trickle down. The debt service to export ratio of developing countries is likely to deteriorate further, especially for those 
countries that enjoyed increased export revenues for the last several years.

At the 2005 Group of Eight summit at Gleneagles and at the General Assembly World Summit later that year, donors 
committed to increasing their aid. The majority of these commitments remain in force, but as the global economy 
contracts in 2009, as anticipated, the absolute amount of such commitments would diminish, since most are expressed 
as a percentage of national income. For many developing countries, lower levels of aid would not only impede further 
progress, but could reverse some of the gains already made, says the MDG Report.

Major advances before the economic crisis

The report portrays remarkable advances that many countries and regions had made before the economic landscape 
changed so radically in 2008: 

• In the developing world, enrolment in primary education reached 88 per cent in 2007, up from 83 per cent in 2000. 
In sub-Saharan Africa and Southern Asia, enrolment increased by 15 percentage points and 11 percentage points, 
respectively, from 2000 to 2007.

• Deaths in children under five declined steadily worldwide — to around 9 million in 2007, down from 12.6 million 
in 1990, despite population growth. Although child mortality rates remain highest in sub-Saharan Africa, there have 
been remarkable improvements in key interventions, including the distribution of insecticide-treated bed nets to reduce 


