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LDCs, LLDCs and SIDS and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development; [OP3 Ministerial Declaration of 

LDCs 2019] Agreed ad ref. 

 9. We take note with appreciation of the Secretary-Generalôs report on Progress towards the Sustainable 

Development Goals 2020,10 which indicates that through the end of 2019, progress continued to be made in some 

areas: global poverty continued to decline, albeit at a slower pace; maternal and child mortality rates were  reduced; 

more people gained access to electricity; and countries were developing national policies to support sustainable 

development and signing international environmental protection agreements . However, progress had either stalled 

or been reversed in other areas and progress is uneven between and within countries including within the Least 

Developed Countries as LDCs remain far below in many of the targets of the SDGs: (OP2 of SGôs progress report 

on SDGs). Available record suggests that even before the pandemic, the pace of global poverty reduction was 

decelerating, and it was projected that the global target of ending poverty by 2030 would be missed. Furthermore , 

COVID-19 has pushed tens of millions of persons back into extreme poverty and hunger (Based on SGôs progress 

report on SDGs; OP 9). We recognize the urgent need to accelerate action on all levels and by all stakeholders, in 

order to fulfil the vision and Goals of the 2030 Agenda. We look forward to further progress in, inter alia, 

revitalizing and enhancing the Global Partnership for Sustainable Development in least developed countries, 

aligning existing policies with the new global plan of  action, increasing policy and system-wide coherence and 

integration for achieving the Sustainable Development Goals and targets, addressing existing and emerging 

challenges, enhancing national capacities for evidence-based and data-driven decision-making and favouring 

participatory, cooperative and enabling environments at all levels; [OP4 Ministerial Declaration of LDCs 2019-

updated] Agreed ad ref. 

 10. We are concerned that only a small number of the least developed countries are expected to reach the SDG 

target for GDP growth of ñat least 7 per centò in the near term. Real GDP growth rate for LDCs reached 4.5 per 

cent in 2018 and 4.8 per cent in 2019. Due to the pandemic, that rate is expected to weaken to 0.8 per cent in 2020 

and is projected to increase again at a rate of 4.6 per cent in 2021. This means that LDCs are falling short of the 

SDG target of at least 7 per cent real GDP growth per year. (The SDG progress report 2020)  Weaker economic 

growth puts at risk essential investments in areas such as education, health, climate change adaptation and 

sustainable infrastructure. We are concerned that longer-term growth projections point to 35 per cent of the 

population in LDCs remaining in extreme poverty by 2030; [OP6 Ministerial Declaration of LDCs 2019-modified] 

Agreed ad ref. 

 11. We express deep concern that a growing number of people are currently facing Crisis food insecurity or 

worse. At the end of 2019 data had continued to point to a rise in world hunger for the third consecutive year, after 

decades of steady decline, resulting in a growing number of people facing crisis food insecurity or worse.  Around 

690 million people in the world (8.9 percent of the world population) are estimated to have been undernourished 

in 2019. There are nearly 60 million more undernourished people now than in 2014, when the prevalence was 8.6 

percent ï up by 10 million people between 2018 and 2019. [The state of food security and nutrition in the world 

2020] In the LDCs, the estimated prevalence of undernourishment was 23.6 per cent of the population. Thus, 28 

per cent of undernourished people in the world live in LDCs. We call upon the international community, especially 

our development partners, to enhance their financial and in -kind support to address this emergency; [OP7 

Ministerial Declaration of LDCs 2019] Agreed ad ref. 

 12. We recognize the recent surge in modern technologies, including breakthroughs in artificial intelligence, 

driven by machine learning and deep learning, and facilitated by access to huge amounts of big data, cheap and 

massive cloud computing and advanced microprocessors. Digital technologies have advanced more rapidly than 

any innovation in our history ï reaching around 50 per cent of the developing worldôs population in only two 

decades and transforming societies. They offer the prospect of solutions and opportunities for sustainable 

development that are better, cheaper, faster, scalable and easy to use. Harnessing frontier technologies could be 

transformative in achieving the Sustainable Development Goals and producing more prosperous, sustainable, 

healthy and inclusive societies. We note that the new technologies raise difficult questions about the broader impact 

of automation on jobs, skills, wages, and the nature of work itself. While modern technologies will replace some 

jobs, they are creating new work in industries that most of us cannot even imagine, and new ways to generate 

income; [OP9 Ministerial Declaration of LDCs 2019-modified] Agreed ad ref. 

__________________ 

 10  E/2020/57. 
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over the next decade, and to net zero emissions by 2050; [OP15 Ministerial Declaration of LDCs 2019-modified] 

Agreed ad ref. 

 20. We welcome the specific initiatives presented by countries, groups of countries and other partners under 

the nine action areas at the Climate Action Summit, which have high potentials to curb greenhouse gas emissions 

and increased global action on adaptation and resilience. We are fully committed to do our part in addressing 

climate change in full compliance with our commitments under UNFCCC processes including the Paris Agreement. 

We urge all international partners to provide financial and technical suppor t and technology transfer to LDCs in 

the spirit of the Istanbul Programme of Action for the Least Developed Countries to ensure that all LDCs can 

engage effectively in low emission and climate resilient development that will protect the lives of our popula tions, 

economies and systems; [OP16 Ministerial Declaration of LDCs 2019] Agreed ad ref. 

 21. We are deeply concerned that despite repeated commitments, there exists a large and persistent gap 

between support needed and support provided in terms of finance, technology and capacity building. We call upon 

the development partners to operationalize the Green Climate Fund fully and in a timely manner, with the goals of 

mobilizing $100 billion per year by 2020, promoting and facilitating clean development mechan ism projects in the 

least developed countries and addressing the needs of people displaced as a result of extreme weather events. We 

appreciate countries that have contributed to the Green Climate Fund and express concern that as of 31 July 2020, 

the Green Climate Fund has only raised USD 10.3 billion equivalent in pledges from  49 countries/regions/cities;12 

We stress the need for an ambitious replenishment for the Green Climate Fund in 2019, as a critical vehicle for 

financing the implementation of the Paris Agreement, taking into account the urgent and immediate needs of 

developing countries that are particularly vulnerable to the adverse effects of climate change, including LDCs; 

[OP17 Ministerial Declaration of LDCs 2019-modified] Agreed ad ref. 

 22. We reiterate the importance of resilience and adaptation for least developed countries and look forward to 

accelerated access to the fund for least developed countries based on the 50 per cent of the adaptation allocation 

for particularly vulnerable countries, in particular the least developed countries; 13 [OP18 Ministerial Declaration 

of LDCs 2019-modified] Agreed ad ref. 

 23. We note with concern that continued rapid population growth, which is currently 2.3 per cent annually in 

LDCs, presents challenges for sustainable development. The LDCs are among the worldôs fastest growing countries  

ï many are projected to double in population between 2019 and 2050 and projected to grow to 3.0 billion in 2100. 

The concentration of population growth in LDCs will make it harder to eradicate poverty, reduce inequality, combat 

hunger and malnutrition, expand and update education and health systems, improve the provision of basic services 

and ensure that no one is left behind, unless specific measures are taken that will target these areas through the 

implementation of the 2030 Agenda. (World Population Prospects 2019 and E/2019/66); [OP19 Ministerial 

Declaration of LDCs 2019] Agreed ad ref. 

 24. We note that in the LDCs, the number of adolescents and youth aged 15 to 24 years is projected to grow 

from 207 million in 2019 to 336 million in 2050. Leveraging the opportunity presented by the demographic 

dividend depends critically on investing in the health and education (SDGs 3 and 4) of the young people who will 

soon join the labour force, and on ensuring their successful integration into the labour market, with full and 

productive employment and decent work for all (SDG 8);14 At the same time, the youth bulge poses a big challenge 

to public finances struggling to provide services to the young people today, as well as the challenge tor the society 

in coming decades as it struggles to deal with its ageing population.  [OP20 Ministerial Declaration of LDCs 2019-

modified] Agreed ad ref. 

 25. We recognize the importance of building productive capacity as a critical enabler for the development and 

graduation of the least developed countries. We emphasize that the development of physical infrastructure is an 

important prerequisite for sustained economic growth and sustainable development, and that significant amount of 

investment and technology are essential, including through public-private partnerships, innovative financing, 

regional integration and appropriate institutions and regulation, to bridge the existing savings-investment gap in 

__________________ 

 12  http://www.greenclimate.fund/how-we-work/resource-mobilization.  

 13  https://www.greenclimate.fund/documents/20182/1674504/GCF_B.23_23_ -_Decisions_of_the_  

Board___twenty-third_meeting_of_the_Board__6___8_July_2019.pdf/de0260d1 -736f-0dbf-

695c-06684f805ad9.  

 14  World Population Prospects 2019. 
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by 16 per cent, reaching US$ 39.8 billion, as a result, in 2018, LDCsô contribution to world services exports rose 

to 0.69 per cent; [OP30 Ministerial Declaration of LDCs 2019] Agreed ad ref. 

 36. We are concerned that the unprecedented Covid-19 pandemic has adversely impacted global trade. The 

World Trade Organization (WTO) projected that global trade would plummet between 13 per cent and 32 per cent 

in the second half of 2020 across regions and sectors. Declining demand, as well as supply disrupti ons, have 

weighed significantly on LDC exports, especially exports of textiles and clothing products. LDCs dependent on 

tourism revenues have seen the sector come to a virtual standstill. As migrant workers from LDCs return from host 

countries affected by the pandemic, flows of remittances ï a critical source of foreign exchange for many countries 

ï have dramatically dried up. All of these factors are predicted to worsen further in the coming months. [WTO]  

Agreed ad ref. 

 37. We are concerned that since the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic, many countries have adopted a 

series of protective measures to slow down the progression of the virus and avoid the collapse of the health system. 

These initial trade policy responses have affected the availability of medical goods particularly in countries who 

rely on import to tackle the COVID-19 pandemic. LDCs depend heavily on imports to secure access and availability 

of these medical supplies, as most of them don't have the capacity to manufacture them directly. Between 2017 and 

2018, LDCsô imports of these medical supplies amounted to nearly USD 7.3 billion with disinfectant and medical 

consumable accounting for the majority of imported items. However, the imposition of restrictions has affected the 

supply of a number of essential public health and other items; Agreed ad ref.  

 38. We therefore call upon the Members of the WTO not to impose export prohibitions or restrictions with 

respect to health related and basic food products, when such products are requested or purchased by LDCs for their 

domestic use or are exported for humanitarian purposes. We also urge them that consistent with their WTO 

obligations under the Trade Facilitation Agreement, to expedite and facilitate the flow and transit and departure of 

all products related to public health and food stuffs through their respective seaports and airports to reach LDCs 

for their domestic use; Agreed ad ref. 

 39. We call upon the members of the World Trade Organization to strongly commit to addressing the 

marginalization of least developed countries in international trade and to improve their effective participation in 

the multilateral trading system. We also call upon the members to fully and faithfully implement all the least 

developed country-specific provisions contained in the existing World Trade Organization agreements, ministerial 

decisions and declarations, including those contained in the Bali and Nairobi decisions. We invite the WTO 

secretariat to undertake a comprehensive study on the lack of progress in achieving SDG 17.11 and to make specific 

recommendations on the way forward to achieve this SDG by 2030; [Last part of OP30 of last year] Agreed ad ref. 

 40. We emphasize the importance of facilitating the accession of developing countries to the World Trade 

Organization, recognizing the contribution that their accession would make to the rapid and full integration of 

those countries into the multilateral trading system, urge in this regard the acceleration of the accession process on 

a technical and legal basis and in an expeditious and transparent manner for developing countries that have applied 

for membership in the World Trade Organization, and reaffirm the importance of that organizationôs decision 

WT/L/508/Add.1 of 25 July 2012 on accession by the least developed countries; Agreed ad ref. 

 41. We call upon developed country members and developing country members of the World Trade 

Organization declaring themselves in a position to do so to realize timely implementation of effective duty -free 

and quota-free market access on a lasting basis for all products originating from all least developed countries, 
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developed countries and countries graduating from the category of least developed countries; [E/Res/2020/10]  

Agreed ad ref. 

 65. We note with appreciation that some development partners have extended some of the LDC -specific 

benefits to the graduated countries, taking into account the challenges they continue to face. However, most of 

these measures were taken on an ad-hoc rather than a systematic manner and benefits were granted by some partners 

rather than all. We reiterate that the existing processes related to graduation and smooth transition should be 

strengthened so that graduating and recently graduated countries do not face any disruption in their development 

trajectory, including challenges and uncertainties in achieving the  SDGs; [OP50 Ministerial Declaration of LDCs 

2019] Agreed ad ref. 

 66.We commend the Secretary-General for including the development of a package of incentives to further the 

development progress of graduating LDCs by the international development communit
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 70. We note that the share of expenditure for operational activities for development of the United Nations 

system in the least developed countries rose from 47.7% in 2017 to 48 per cent in 2018, while noting that this 

increase falls short of the 51 per cent contributed by the system in 2012. In this regard, urge the United Nations 

development system to continue to prioritize allocations to least developed countries including by allocating at 

least 75 per cent of their programme resources in least developed countries, 26  while reaffirming that the least 

developed countries, as the most vulnerable group of countries, need enhanced support to overcome structural 

challenges that they face in implementing the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, and request the United 

Nations development system to provide assistance to graduating countries in the formulation and implementation 

of their national transition strategies and to consider country specific support for graduated countries for a fixed 

period of time and in a predictable manner; [OP55 Ministerial Declaration of LDCs 2019] Agreed ad ref. 

 71. We request the OHRLLS to extend necessary support to the least developed countries in the 

implementation and monitoring of the Addis Ababa Action Agenda and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development through coordination with various United Nations entities, raising global awareness, mobilizi ng 

international support and resources in favour of the least developed countries, building multi -stakeholder 

partnerships and reaching out to all stakeholders, including by establishing partnerships with civil society and the 

private sector, to enhance support for the three groups of countries; [OP57 Ministerial Declaration of LDCs 2019] 

Agreed ad ref. 

 72. We recall paragraph 26 of General Assembly resolution 67/220, in which the Assembly invites the 

Secretary-General, in his capacity as Chair of the United Nations System Chief Executives Board for Coordination, 

to include implementation of the Istanbul Programme of Action as a standing item on the agenda of the Board, and 

we call upon the Board to continue to follow up on the implementation of the Programme of Action and to keep 

the Assembly informed on a regular basis; [OP58 Ministerial Declaration of LDCs 2019] Agreed ad ref. 

 73. We take note of the survey conducted by the CDP on reasons and consequences of the non-application of 

the least developed country category by United Nations development system entities and its findings that United 

Nations development system entities should not only recognize the least developed countries category, but  also to 

consistently apply the least developed countries category by providing international support measures, and request 

the United Nations development system entities to adopt common guidelines in this regard. We also request 

international financial institutions, in particular the World Bank, the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and 

regional development banks, to consider the least developed country category in their procedures for allocating 

resources and to design policies that consider the special s ituation of the least developed countries; 27  [OP60  

Ministerial Declaration of LDCs 2019] Agreed ad ref. 

 74. We express deep concern that least developed countries are hugely underrepresented in the decision -

making processes of the global financial architecture. Forty-seven least developed countries, with 13 per cent of 

the global population, collectively enjoy only 3.27 per cent of the voting power of the International Monetary Fund 

and 3.78 per cent of the voting power of the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development. This needs 

to be addressed for the legitimacy and effectiveness of the global financial system. We recommit to broadening 

and strengthening the voice and participation of least developed countries in international economic decisi on-

making and norm-setting and global economic governance. We invite the Basel Committee on Banking Supervision 

and other main international regulatory standard-setting bodies to continue efforts to increase the voice of least 

developed countries in norm-setting processes to ensure that their concerns are taken into consideration; [OP61 

Ministerial Declaration of LDCs 2019] Agreed ad ref. 

 75. We welcome the resolutions of the General Assembly and the ECOSOC on the Fifth UN Conference on 

LDCs including its scope; duration; national and regional reviews; preparatory committee meetings and the 

contributions by the United Nations Development System and other international organizations including the World 

Bank Group and the IMF; [OP62 Ministerial Declaration of LDCs 2019] Agreed ad ref. 

 76. We want to see an evidence-based bottom-up approach in preparing for the Conference, in which national 

level experience, best practices and lessons learned in the implementation of the IPoA should serve as a key 

building-block for the next programme of action. The Conference should also address the new and emerging 

__________________ 

 26  Currently 74 per cent of core programme resources of the United Nations Development 

Programme is allocated for work in least developed countries.  

 27  E/2017/33. 
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of the global development architecture needs to be revamped so that the voices of the poor and marg inalized are 

present in the decision-making tables; Agreed ad ref. 

 96. We most sincerely acknowledge the supportive role being played by the Group of Friends of Least 

Developed Countries, and invite the Group to further strengthen its support for the effe ctive realization of the 

Istanbul Programme of Action, the outcome of the Comprehensive High-
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