
 
 
 
 

Towards	Quality	Financing	for	Peacebuilding:	
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Informal	Learning	Session	for	the	Civil	Society-UN	Dialogue	Initiative	
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The	Permanent	Mission	of	Norway	to	the	United	Nations	
One	Dag	Hammarskjold	Plaza,	New	York,	NY	10017	

Light	refreshments	will	be	served	ahead	of	the	meeting	
Please	register	here>>	
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The	2018	Report	of	the	UN	Secretary-General	on	Peacebuilding	and	Sustaining	Peace	calls	for	an	
exploration	of	 	 innovative	means	of	 financing	peacebuilding	activities	 (A/72/707–S/2018/43,	
para.	 52).	 Further,	 the	 2022	 UN	 General	 Assembly	 resolution	 on	 Financing	 for	 Peacebuilding	
Resolution	 calls	 for	 longer-term	and	more	 flexible	 funding	mechanisms	 for	 strengthening	 the	
capacities	of	local	communities	in	tandem	with	national	peacebuilding	efforts	(A/RES/76/305,	
OP6).	Such	policy	developments	are	rooted	in	the	realities	of	peacebuilding.		

The	complex	processes	of	social	transformation	–	that	are	at	the	heart	of	peacebuilding	–	continue	
to	evolve	over	long	time	horizons	and	often	require	significant	engagement	before	the	fruits	of	
social	cohesion	and	cooperation	begin	to	emerge.	At	the	same	time,	the	great	majority	of	existing	
peacebuilding	is	 financed	via	grant	mechanisms.	Grant-based	mechanisms	ultimately	entrench	
projectisation	of	peacebuilding,	with		results	frameworks	and	outcome	indicators	often	prioritise	
accountability	 to	 the	 donor	 for	 a	 quantifiable	 set	 of	 activities	 rather	 than	 promoting	
accountability	between	local	peace	actors	and	the	communities	they	serve1.	There	are	very	few	
examples	of	long	term	(3+	year)	and	flexible	funding	mechanisms	for	peacebuilding.	Given	the	
wider	 donor	 trend	 away	 from	 core	 funding,	 it	 is	 urgent	 to	 discuss	 alternative	 financing	
mechanisms	for	peacebuilding.				

There	 are	 however	 some	 efforts	 to	 move	 towards	 developing	 financing	 mechanisms	 that	 are	
flexible	 and	 allow	 for	 continuous	 assessment	 and	 reflection	 on	 the	 impact	 and	 success	 of	
initiatives.	 For	 instance,	 in	 2020,	 with	 support	 from	 the	 PeaceNexus	 Foundation,	 the	 PBF	
developed	a	Guidance	Note	on	Perception	Surveys	and	Community-Based	Monitoring	to	support	



 
 
 
 

adaptation”3.	It	has	been	used	in	UN	peacekeeping	operations	in	the	Central	African	Republic	and	
South	Sudan	in	partnership	with	local	communities.						
	
The	Finance	for	Peace	Initiative	of	Interpeace	amplifies	innovative	financial	instruments,	such	as	
‘Peace	 Bonds’,	 that	 can	 leverage	 the	 private	 sector	 and	 development	 finance	 institutions	 to		
deliver	greater	volumes	of	long-term	funding	to	local	peacebuilding	efforts.	Along	with	a	set	of	
standards	and	market	intelligence,	Finance	for	Peace	is	facilitating	improved	financing	models	
that	can	simultaneously	contribute	to	greater	peace	impact	through	factors	of		local	ownership,	
transparency,	and	adaptability.			
	
The	discussion	organised	by	the	Global	Partnership	for	the	Prevention	of	Armed	Conflict	(GPPAC)	
and	Interpeace,	in	partnership	with	the	Permanent	Mission	of	Norway	to	the	United	Nations,	will	
provide	an	informal	learning	space	for	the	representatives	of	local	peacebuilding	organisations,	
the	bilateral	and	multilateral	donor	communities,	and	the	private	sector	to	develop	a	common	
understanding	of	impact	in	peacebuilding	and	ways	the	donor	community	can	support	innovative	
peacebuilding	 funding	opportunities	 for	 impact.	 In	 follow-up,	 the	discussion	will	 feed	 into	 the	
2025	 Peacebuilding	 Architecture	 Review	 and	 the	 upcoming	 discussions	 on	 Financing	 for	



 
 
 
 

4:25pm	 The	discussion	will	be	joined	by:	
- Patrick	 Bwire,	 Program	 Coordinator,	 Center	 for	 Conflict	 Resolution	

(CECORE)	in	Uganda	
- Ninette	Umurerwa,	National	Executive	Secretary,	Haguruka		
- Riva	Kantowitz,	Founder	and	Director,	Radical	Flexibility	Fund	(RFF)	
- Gillian	 Sheehan,	 Senior	 Partnership	 Advisor,	 IFI	 Partnership	 Branch,	

Peacebuilding	Support	Office	(PBSO)	of	DPPA	
	
The	participants	are	kindly	requested	to	reflect	on	the	following	questions	(no	
more	than	5	minutes	per	panelist):	

- What	does	peacebuilding	impact	look	like	from	the	perspective	of	


