
PRESS RELEASE 

United Nations Secretary-General launches plan to address the 
potentially devastating socio-economic impacts of COVID-19 

Establishes global fund to support low- and middle-income countries

NEW YORK, 31 MARCH 2020—The new coronavirus disease (COVID-19) is attacking societies at their core, 
claiming lives and people’s livelihoods. The potential longer-term effects on the global economy and those of 
individual countries are dire.  

In a new report, Shared responsibility, global solidarity: Responding to the socio-economic impacts of COVID-19, 
the United Nations Secretary-General calls on everyone to act together to address this impact and lessen the 
blow to people.

The report describes the speed and scale of the outbreak, the severity of cases, and the societal and economic 
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204 countries, areas and territories1. 



NOTES TO EDITORS

The shared responsibility and global solidarity roadmap calls for:  

•	 Suppressing the transmission of the virus to control the pandemic.  

•	 Safeguarding people’s lives and their livelihoods. 

•	 Learning from this human crisis to build back better. 

Suppressing the transmission of the virus to control the pandemic

The report warns that there is no time to lose in mounting the most robust and cooperative health response the 
world has ever seen. The strongest support must be provided to the multilateral effort to suppress transmission 
and stop the pandemic, led by the World Health Organization. 
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peutics. This must be matched with assurances of universal access to vaccines and treatment.

Throughout the report a people-centred approach is promoted that calls for engaging communities affected by 
COVID-19, respect for human rights and inclusion, gender equality and dignity for all. 

Safeguarding people’s lives and their livelihoods






