On climate and health

1. Climate change is the single biggest health threat facing humanity. The impacts
are already harming health through air pollution, disease, extreme weather events,
forced displacement, food insecurity and pressures on mental health. Every year,
environmental factors take the lives of around 13 million people.

2. Meeting the goals of the Paris Agreement could save about a million lives a year
worldwide by 2050 through reductions in air pollution alone. Avoiding the worst
climate impacts could help prevent 250,000 additional climate-related deaths per year
from 2030 to 2050, mainly from malnutrition, malaria, diarrhoea and heat stress.

3. The value of health gains from reducing carbon emissions would be approximately
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