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✓ Limiting global warming to below 1.5°C will significantly reduce the risks, adverse impacts, and related losses and 

damages from climate change. Failing to do so will lead to increasingly frequent and dangerous extreme weather 
events including heatwaves, droughts, wildfires, and heavy precipitation and flooding (IPCC). Extreme heat causes the 
greatest mortality of all extreme weather, with an estimated 489,000 heat-related deaths per year between 2000 and 2019 
(WMO). Exceeding 1.5°C could also trigger multiple climate tipping points — such as breakdowns of major ocean 
circulation systems, abrupt thawing of boreal permafrost, and collapse of tropical coral reef systems — with abrupt, 
irreversible, and dangerous impacts for humanity (Science).  
 

✓ Even at current levels of global warming, we are already seeing devastating climate impacts, including intensifying 
extreme weather events, alarming reductions in ice sheets, sea ice, and glaciers, and several mass coral bleaching 
events, with widespread harms to people, economies, and nature (IPCC). In the last two decades, the 55 most climate-
vulnerable economies alone have already experienced climate damages exceeding US$ 500 billion (UNEP). In 2022, 
disasters triggered a record 32.6 million internal displacements, of which 98% were caused by weather-related hazards such 
as floods, storms, wildfires and droughts (UNHCR). 

 
✓ Human health impacts from climate change have been apparent for at least 20 years, but the climate crisis is still 

not treated like other global public health emergencies. The cumulative death toll from climate change since 2000 
will pass 4 million in 2024. This number is likely a substantial underestimate since it only focuses on climate-related 
malnutrition, diarrheal disease, malaria, floods, and cardiovascular diseases, whereas climate change is a threat 
multiplier of many other extreme weather events and public health risks. (Nature; PLOS) 
 

✓ Many climate impacts, especially sea-level rise from ice sheets, disappearance of mountain glaciers, and ocean 
acidification, are essentially permanent for many generations to come and will take centuries to thousands of years 
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