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In 2015, the United Nations continued its work in
protecting the environment and improving the living
conditions of people residing in cities through legally
binding instruments and the activities of the United
Nations Environment Programme (unep) and the
United Nations Human Settlements Programme
(UN-Habitat).

e year marked a turning point for the envi-
ronmental agenda of the United Nations through
the adoption of landmark global agreements on
sustainable development, climate change, disaster
risk reduction and nancing for development, the
contents of which contributed to the elaboration of
the Sustainable Development Goals and the inte-
gration of environmental sustainability and social
equity with economic progress. As the authoritative
voice for the envir(s t1Tw 0 -1.069.7 (a)7-2 (v) (0)7.51)-123 \y-1.0.8 a
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did not convene in 2015. e second session of the
Environment Assembly would take place in 2016.

By decision 70/554 of 23 December, the General
Assembly decided that the election of the Executive
Director of unep would remain for consideration dur-
ing its resumed seventieth (2016) session.

Programme areas
Climate change

In its work on combating climate change, unep
focused on climate resilience, low-emission growth,
and the United Nations Collaborative Programme on
Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest
Degradation in Developing Countries, including
the role of conservation, sustainable management
of forests and enhancement of forest carbon stocks
(redd+). Regarding climate resilience, unep enabled
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period of Montevideo Programme 1V and towards
2020 included addressing enforcement in respect of
environmental o ences by using a holistic approach,
from prevention and detection to sanctions and reme-
diation through developing and strengthening laws to
provide administrative, civil and criminal sanctions
for environmentally harmful activities; and address-
ing the drivers of environmental o ences and crimes
by considering their relationship with money laun-
dering, the nancing of drug tra cking, terrorism,
human tra cking and corruption and focusing on
appropriate levels of enforcement.

Cooperation with UN Scientific Committee
on the Effects of Atomic Radiation

e General Assembly, in resolution 70/81 of
9 December (see p. 000), requested unep to continue
to support the work of the United Nations Scienti c
Committee on the E ects of Atomic Radiation and
the dissemination of its ndings to the Assembly, the
scienti ¢ community and the public. e Assembly
encouraged unep to continue to maintain appropriate
funding for the Scienti ¢ Committee and encouraged
Member States to make voluntary contributions to
the unep general trust fund established to support the
Committee’s work.

lllegal trade in wildlife

On 30 July, the General Assembly, by resolu-
tion 69/314 (see p. 000), welcomed United Nations
Environment Assembly resolution 1/3 [YUN 2014,
p. 1172] on the illegal trade in wildlife, and urged
Member States to take steps at the national level to
prevent, combat and eradicate the illegal trade in
wildlife, on both the supply and demand sides, and
to adopt measures to prevent and counter the problem
of crimes that impact the environment, such as illicit
tra cking in wildlife and wildlife products.
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e Global Environment Facility (gef) united

183 member Governments in partnership with inter-
national institutions, non-governmental organizations
(ngos) and the private sector to address environmental
issues. e gef partnership comprised, among oth-
ers, unep, undp, the World Bank, fao,

Nations Industrial Development OrganizationTd&(, )T7 (h)6.7 (e)1 ( )]TJ&0.005 T

and Development, the Inter-American Development

Bank and the International Fund for Agricultural

Development. Gef served as the nancial mecha-

nism for the 1992 Convention on Biological Diversity
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Gef reported [FCCC/SBI/2015/INF.4] to the forty-
second (2015) session of the unfccc Subsidiary Body
for Implementation on progress made in carrying
out the Poznan Strategic Programme on Technology
Transfer. e report reviewed relevant unfccc guid-
ance; implementation of the Poznan Strategic and
Long-Term Programmes on Technology Transfer;
and gef consultation with regional technology trans-
fer centres and the Climate Technology Centre and
Network.

In its report [FCCC/CP/2015/4 & Add.1] to the twenty-

rst (2015) session of the unfccc Conference of the
Parties (see p. 000), gef described its responses to the
guidance provided by the Conference at its twenti-
eth (2014) session [YUN 2014, p. 1181] and to the con-
clusions of the forty- rst (2014) and forty-second
(2015) sessions of the unfccc Subsidiary Body for
Implementation. Gef also described its initiatives and
achievements between 2014 and 2015 in the areas of
climate change mitigation and adaptation, technology
transfer, and enabling activities and capacity building.

e fourth session of the International Conference
on Chemicals Management on Activities Support-
ing the Implementation of the Strategic Approach
to International Chemicals Management (saicm)
(Geneva, 28 September—2 October) had before it a
note [SAICM/ICCM.4/INF/8] by the gef secretariat on
its activities in support of the implementation of the
Strategic Approach. Saicm priorities had received $10
million during the gef-5 (2010-2014) programming
cycle, speci cally for e-waste, lead in paint, and
chemicals in products, and in the gef-6 (2014-2018)
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Conference of parties. e twenty- rst session
of the Conference of the Parties to unfccc (Paris,
30 November—13 December) [FCCC/CP/2015/10 &
Add.1, 2, 3] adopted 23 decisions. e Paris Conference
had the highest level of participation of all UN
climate change conferences to date. Its main outcome
was the adoption of the Paris Agreement, which con-
tained a structure of provisions that allowed parties to
strengthen the global response to the threat of climate
change in the context of sustainable development and
e orts to eradicate poverty. e elements of the Paris
Agreement included a long-term goal of limiting the
global temperature increase to well below 2°C, while
pursuing e ortsto limit the increase to 1.5°C; a global
peaking of greenhouse gas emissions to achieve those
temperature goals as soon as possible; and mitigation,
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Parties to the Convention [ibid., p. 1185]; the seventh
(2014) meeting of the Conference of the Parties serv-
ing as the Meeting of the Parties to the Cartagena
Protocol on Biosafety [ibid, p. 1186]; and the rst (2014)
Conference of the Parties serving as the Meeting of the
Parties to the Nagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic
Resources and the Fair and Equitable Sharing of Ben-
e tsArising from eir Utilization to the Convention
[ibid]. e report also provided information on the
Nagoya-Kuala Lumpur Supplementary Protocol on
Liability and Redress to the Cartagena Protocol on
Biosafety, and progress made in the implementation
of the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 and
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gen oxides or their transboundary uxes (1988); the
control of volatile organic compounds or their trans-
boundary uxes (1991); the further reduction of sul-
phur emissions (1994); heavy metals (1998); persistent
organic pollutants (1998); and the abatement of acidi -
cation, eutrophication and ground-level ozone (1999).
Amendments to the protocol on persistent organic
pollutants were adopted in 2009 [YUN 2009, p. 1018].

e thirty-fourth session of the Executive Body
for the Convention (Geneva, 18 December) [ECE/
EB.AIR/133 & Corr.1, 2 & Add.1] discussed matters aris-
ing from meetings of the United Nations Economic
Commission for Europe, the meetings of the subsid-
iary bodies of the Convention and other related meet-
ings; and the 2016—2017 workplan and nancial re-
quirements for the implementation of the Convention.

Subsidiary body. During the year, the Implemen-
tation Committee under the Convention on Long-
range Transboundary Air Pollution held its thirty- fth
(Budapest, Hungary, 27-29 May) session. It submitted
a progress report [ECE/EB.AIR/2015/2], which contained
information on the Committee’s 2015 activities with
regard to the compliance of States parties with their
emission reduction and reporting obligations under
the Convention and its protocols, and the work car-
ried out at the Committee’s thirty- fth session.
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tane sulfonyl uoride and their related chemicals; and
e ective participation in the work of the Committee.

Rotterdam Convention

As at 31 December, 153 States and the eu were
parties to the 1998 Rotterdam Convention on the
Prior Informed Consent Procedure for Certain Haz-
ardous Chemicals and Pesticides in International
Trade [YUN 1998, p. 997], which entered into force in
2004 [YUN 2004, p. 1063].

Conference of parties. e seventh meeting of
the Conference of Parties to the Convention (Geneva,
4-15 May) [UNEP/FAO/RC/COP.7/21] adopted 15 deci-
sions concerning, among other topics, procedures and
mechanisms on compliance with the Convention;
technical assistance; implementation of the integrated
approach to nancing; international cooperation and
coordination; enhancing cooperation and coordination
among the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Conven-
tions; the clearing-house mechanism for information
exchange; and the programme of work and budget for
the Convention for the biennium 2016—-2017.

Subsidiary body. During the year, the Chemical
Review Committee held its eleventh meeting (Rome,
26-28 October) [UNEP/FAO/RC/CRC.11/9]. It adopted
four decisions concerning short-chained chlorinated
para ns; tributyltin compounds; carbofuran; and
carbosulfan.

Synergies

e Conferences of the Parties of the Basel, Rot-
terdam and Stockholm Conventions established a
“synergies process” that involved a series of decisions
to strengthen the coordinated implementation of the
Conventions at the national, regional and global levels
through coherent policy guidance; greater e ciency
in providing support to Parties to the Conventions;
reducing administrative burdens; and maximizing
the use of resources. In 2015, the Conferences of the
Parties held consecutive ordinary meetings that in-
cluded joint sessions on joint issues. e Conferences of
the Parties took six identical decisions on international
cooperation and coordination; implementation of the
integrated approach to nancing; enhancing coopera-
tion and coordination among the three Conventions;
the clearing-house mechanism for information ex-
change; from science to action; and the venue and date
of the next meetings of the three Conferences of the
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General Assembly action. By resolution 70/1
(see p. 000) of 25 September on “Transforming our
world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Develop-
ment”, the General Assembly established a number
of goals with indicators related to making cities
and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and
sustainable (Goal 11); taking urgent action to combat
climate change and its impacts’ (Goal 13); and pro-
tecting, restoring and promoting sustainable use of
terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably managing forests,
combating deserti cation, and halting and reversing
land degradation and halting biodiversity loss (Goal
15). It further acknowledged that the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change was the
primary international, intergovernmental forum for
negotiating the global response to climate change.
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In response to General Assembly resolution 69/212
[YUN 2014, p. 1194], the Secretary-General submitted
an August report [A/70/291] reviewing progress in the
implementation of resolutions 61/194
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Council requested the Executive Director to main-
stream urbanization and human settlement issues in
the post-2015 development agenda and contribute to
work on the sdg indicators through the inter-agency
and expert group under the Statistical Commission. It
requested the Executive Director to develop tools and
disseminate good practices to promote urban-rural
linkages through investment in market towns and in-
termediate cities by integrating regional and territorial
planning to strengthen development corridors. It also
requested the Executive Director to support Member
States to plan and manage sustainable urbanization
in order to address existing and emerging challenges,
including a response to climate change.

International guidelines on urban planning

e Governing Council [A/70/8 (res. 25/6)], hav-
ing considered the report [HSP/GC/25/2/Add.6] of
the Executive Director highlighting progress in
developing the international guidelines on urban
and territorial planning, approved the guidelines on
urban and territorial planning set out in section 11
of that report as a valuable guide that may be used
towards the achievement of sustainable development.

e Council encouraged Member States to consider
urban and territorial planning principles outlined in
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ported on the activities of the secretariat in preparation
for the Conference and provided a brie ng on work
to be carried out between April 2015 and the open-
ing of the Conference in 2016. Representatives from
UN-Habitat and unep presented 22 issue papers pro-
duced by UN system bodies on six areas for the New
Urban Agenda: social cohesion and equity—Iiveable
cities; spatial development; urban frameworks; urban
economy; urban ecology and environment; and urban
housing and basic services.

e Preparatory Committee [res. 1/2015] took note
of the proposed thematic areas, the issue papers being
developed and the policy units to be established in the
context of the preparations for its third (2016) session.

e Committee requested the Secretary-General of
the Conference to make all possible e orts to publish
all issue papers on the Conference website by 31 May
2015, and called upon States to support the work of
the policy units, including by nominating technical
experts to compose them, with a view to facilitating
the elaboration of policy recommendations that may
contribute to the work of the Bureau of the Preparatory
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