Chapter XV

Statistics

In 2015, the United Nations continued its work
on various aspects of statistics, mainly through the
Statistical Commission and the Statistics Division of
the United Nations Department of Economic and
Social A airs. In January, the Global Conference on
a Transformative Agenda for O cial Statistics for-
mulated recommendations on the modernization of
statistical systems in response to increased demands
for more detailed and more timely data to monitor
progress on the goals and targets of the 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Development, which was adopted by
the General Assembly in September. At its forty-sixth
session in March, the Statistical Commission en-
dorsed the proposed road map for the development
and implementation of an indicator framework for the
measurement of the goals and targets of the post-2015
development agenda, including the work programme
of the associated Friends of the Chair group and the
formation of the Inter-agency and Expert Group on
Sustainable Development Goal Indicators.

The Statistical Commission endorsed the
International Classi cation of Crime for Statistical
Purposes as an international statistical standard
under the custodianship of the United Nations O ce
on Drugs and Crime; agreed to the creation of a
technical advisory group to support the maintenance
of the International Classi cation; and endorsed the
International Classi cation implementation plan at
the national, regional and international levels. e
Commission further endorsed the creation of the
Praia group on governance statistics to encourage
countries to produce governance statistics basev(a)Oe a

Recommendations for Population and Housing Gen
suses, Revision 3—in conjunction with the launch
of the 2020 World Population and Housing Cen-
sus Programme, covering the period from 2015 to
2024—and encouraged countries to begin their
implementation. In June, the Economic and Social
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public and private data providers; and utilize the data
revolution for sustainable development.

The Secretary-General reported that the
Independent Expert Advisory Group had delineated
a comprehensive set of recommendations in four
areas—namely, principles and standards; technology,
innovation and analysis; capacity and resources; and
leadership and governance. Annexed to the report was
asummary table of those recommendations, separated
into speci ¢ and general recommendations. For each
of the speci ¢ recommendations, the table also in-
dicated a proposed entity responsible for follow-up.

e Secretary-General noted that while bringing the
issue of data to the forefront, the Independent Ex-
pert Advisory Group had called for investment in
statistical capacity-building to allow all countries to
reap the bene ts of the data revolution and to provide
the data required for the monitoring of the goals and
targets of the post-2015 development agenda.

On 6 March [E/2015/24 (dec. 46/101)], the Statistical
Commission took note of the report and the recom-
mendations of the Independent Expert Advisory
Group, and welcomed the invitation by the Secretary-
General to establish a comprehensive programme of
work under its auspices. e Commission recognized
the challenges posed by the new monitoring require-
ments for the sdgs, and recommended that new in-
vestments be made to increase statistical capacity, in-
cluding for data collection, in particular for countries
in special situations, such as the small island devel-
oping States, the landlocked developing countries and
the fragile States. e Commission also recognized
that a “World Forum on Sustainable Development
Data” would be a suitable platform for intensifying
cooperation with various professional groups, such as
information technology, geospatial information man-
agers and data scientists, and users, as well as with
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systems; and suggested that the modernization of
statistical production required a new architecture for
data collection, processing and dissemination through
a standard-based process and the adoption of an
integrated statistics approach. e Commission also
welcomed the contribution of the High-level Group
on the Modernization of Statistical Production and
Services of the Economic Commission for Europe in
establishing standards for supporting the moderniza-
tion programme at the global level, and agreed that
the High-level Group would report progress on its
work to the Commission.

Demographic and social statistics
Population and housing censuses

In accordance with Economic and Social Council
decision 2014/219 [YUN 2014, p. 1456], the Secretary-
General submitted a report [E/CN.3/2015/6] to the
Statistical Commission on the 2010 and 2020 World
Population and Housing Census Programmes. e
report gave an overview of the implementation of
the 2010 World Population and Housing Census
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information needs derived from the post-2015 agenda,
and presented a ve-year (2015-2020) workplan for
the continued implementation of the road map at the
national and international levels.

On 6 March [E/2015/24 (dec. 46/103)], the Statistical
Commission expressed its appreciation for both
reports; con rmed unodc as the custodian of iccs;
agreed to the creation of a technical advisory group
to provide advice and support for the maintenance
of iccs; and endorsed the iccs implementation plan
at the national, regional and international levels. e
Commission also recon rmed the road map to im-
prove crime statistics at the national and international
levels and welcomed the progress made in its imple-
mentation.

Refugee statistics
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ments; the valuation of land and other non- nancial
assets; institutional subsectors and the delineation of
head 0 ces, holding companies and special-purpose
entities; and the recording of ows and stocks of
international organizations. e Advisory Expert
Group also considered new statistical and data re-
quirements designed to better account for emerging
economic trends and activities, including the meas-
urement of global value chains in the interconnected
global economy; the use of big data to enhance the
availability and timeliness of national accounts; the
distribution of income, consumption and wealth;
the use of indicators on de cit and debt; and practi-
cal national accounts issues such as backcasting and
the Statistical Data and Metadata Exchange (sdmx)
initiative as related to national accounts.

On 6 March [E/2015/24 (dec. 46/106)], the Statistical
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of its consideration of the question of how to e ec-
tively address perceived non-compliance.

On 6 March [E/2015/24 (dec. 46/112)], the Statistical
Commission requested the Statistics Division to pro-
vide technical assistance to countries for the imple-
mentation of the Fundamental Principles of O cial
Statistics. e Committee also requested the Division
to report back to the Commission in 2017 on the
progress of work in that eld in the context of the
preparation for the twenty- fth anniversary, in 2019,
of the adoption of the Fundamental Principles. e
Commission expressed its appreciation to the Friends
of the Chair group for its work since 2011 and noted
that the work of the group was concluded.

International economic and social
classi cations

The Secretary-General transmitted to the
Statistical Commission a report [E/CN.3/2015/32] of
the Expert Group on International Statistical Classi-

cations, which had been tasked by the Commission
at its thirtieth (1999) session with improving coopera-
tion on international classi cations and ensuring har-
monization and convergence among and within the
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gressed su ciently to be broadly implemented in
statistical domains and, globally, by organizations
that used statistics. e sdmx Technical Working
Group focused on preparing the sdmx Global Reg-
istry and a new draft speci cation for the sdmx-json
(JavaScript Object Notation ) data exchange format.

e sdmx Statistical Working Group focused on
guidelines for the creation of data-structure de ni-
tions and standard code lists; enhancement of the
sdmx content-oriented guidelines; and the relation-
ship of sdmx to other technical standards. e sdmx
Global Registry started operating in April 2014. It
hosted key sdmx artefacts for three globally coordi-
nated statistical domains—national accounts, balance
of payments and foreign direct investment—with
more artefacts to follow, in line with the Global Reg-
istry content policy.

Statistical capacity-building

e Statistical Commission had before it a report
[E/CN.3/2015/34] of the Secretary-General on statistical
capacity-building, which outlined the approach of the
Statistics Division of the Department of Economic
and Social A airs to statistical capacity-building
and highlighted the key achievements of its capacity-
building programme over the period 2013-2014,
including in terms of the Millennium Development
Goal (mdg) indicators. e report also discussed
the Division’s plans to develop its capacity-building
strategy in order to support national e orts to re-
spond to the challenges presented by the post-2015
development agenda. It noted that the Division was
prepared to play a lead role in the formulation of a
statistical capacity development road map to support
the post-2015 development agenda, focusing in par-
ticular on strategically uniting multiple stakeholder
e orts under the guidance of the Statistical Com-
mission. e Division would continue to focus its
statistical capacity-building e orts in three areas—
namely, methodological guidance through training
and advice on the implementation of international
standards, including on a number of thematic de-
mands arising from the post-2015 development
agenda; development of institutional arrangements
within national statistical systems and assistance to
countries in the implementation of the Fundamen-
tal Principles of O cial Statistics; and adoption of
technologies and systems for data collection, pro-
cessing and dissemination.

e Statistical Commission also had before it
a report [E/CN.3/2015/35] of the World Bank and
the Partnership in Statistics for Development in
the Twenty- rst Century (paris2l) on e orts to
draw attention to the importance of strengthening
statistical capacity, especially in support of the post-
2015 development agenda. e report highlighted
progress in implementing the Busan Action Plan for
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institutional mechanisms under which many of the
statistical activities in the region and its subregions
were carried out; achievements and lessons learned
from recent regional statistical activities; and the main
challenges in strengthening national statistical systems
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vided an overview of the activities carried out by the
statistical community around the world in obser-
vance of World Statistics Day, held on 20 October
2015 under the theme of “Better data, better lives.”
Activities were organized by national statistical o ces,
statistical associations, universities and other partners
in more than 110 countries and areas. Statistical work
was presented to a wide public audience through me-

YUN 2015—2nd proof—8 March 2022

development composite indices, including updates of
methodology. It also noted that “Rethinking work
for human development” was the theme of the 2015
Human Development Report, which revisited the
issue of work in its various dimensions and dynamics
through a human development lens.

e Statistical Commission took note of the report
on 6 March [E/2015/24 (dec. 46/115)].

Global geospatial information management

The Secretary-General transmitted to the
Statistical Commission a report [E/CN.3/2015/37] of
the Expert Group on the Integration of Statistical and
Geospatial Information, which provided information
on the activities of the Expert Group since the forty-

fth (2014) session of the Statistical Commission. It
summarized the major outcomes of the rst Global
Forum on the Integration of Statistical and Geospa-
tial Information (New York, 4-5 August 2014), held
in conjunction with the fourth session of the Com-
mittee of Experts on Global Geospatial Information
Management (New York, 6—8 August 2014), as well
as the main ndings of the International Workshop
on Integrating Geospatial and Statistical Information
(Beijing, 9-12 June 2014). e report also presented
information on a consultative meeting of the Expert
Group (Beijing, 25 October 2014) that reviewed its
work programme and addressed the preparation and
formulation of plans for future progress.

Both the Global Forum and the International
Workshop had noted that the statistical and geospatial
communities were major contributors of information
used for evidence-based decision-making across
many sectors, and institutional coordination between
statistical and geospatial agencies at the country level
was of vital importance. Geospatial data could signif-
icantly improve the quality of o cial statistics and
the report concluded that there was an urgent need
for a mechanism, such as a global statistical-geospatial
framework, to facilitate consistent production and in-
tegration approaches for geo-statistical information.

e Statistical Commission took note of the report
on 6 March [E/2015/24 (dec. 46/115)].
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