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e overall nancial situation of the United Nations
was generally sound in 2015, although there was
cause for concern. Cash balances were positive for
peacekeeping operations, the international tribunals
and the capital master plan by year’s end, but the last
the - number
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e net decrease of $51.5 million re ected the
following components: projected additional require-
ments of $34.4 million for commitments entered into
under the provisions of Assembly resolution 68/249
[YUN 2013, p. 1461] on unforeseen and extraordinary
expenses and in respect of policymaking organs; and
reductions of $85.9 million owing to changes in ex-
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use forward exchange rates in preparing future budget
estimates, commencing with the proposed 20162017
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(see p.000). e Organization was working towards
an appropriate framework for implementing them and
asitassessed the nancial implications, he would pre-
sent any cost estimates to the General Assembly. He
also expressed his commitment to implementing the
Sustainable Development Goals (see p. 000).
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On 23 December [meeting 82], the General
Assembly, on the recommendation of the Fifth
Committee [A/70/648] adopted resolution 70/247
(Quiestions relating to the proposed programme
budget for the 2016—-2017 biennium
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lutions and decisions adopted by the Human Rights
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Review of fund utilization. In response to
General Assembly resolution 69/262 [YUN 2014, p. 1631],
the Secretary-General in September submitted a report
[A/70/395] on the review of the experience of the utiliza-
tion of the contingency fund since its inception, which
discussed aspects of the experience, such as the size of
the fund, the utilization of the fund and the applica-
tion of alternatives in cases where it was not possible
to nance all or part of the fund’s additional require-
ments. No predetermined level existed for the fund;
instead, a percentage was proposed by the Secretary-
General for application to the programme budget out-
line. At the time of approving the outline the General
Assembly would also approve the percentage, thereby
determining the level of the contingency fund.
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assessed contributions of Sao Tome and Principe as at
31 December 2014 amounted to $881,533.

e Committee on Contributions, at its June
session
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In December, the Fifth Committee continued its
consideration of the agenda item entitled “Review of
thee ciency of the administrativeand nancial func-
tioning of the United Nations”. In resolution 70/111
(see p. 000), the General Assembly noted with appre-
ciation the work of the Independent Audit Advisory
Committee (see below) and rea rmed its terms of
reference, as contained in the annex to resolution
61/275 [YUN 2007, p. 1471].

On 23 December, by decision 70/554, the
Assembly decided that the item remained for consid-
eration during its resumed seventieth (2016) session.
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In accordance with General Assembly resolution
61/275 [YUN 2007, p. 1471], the Independent Audit
Advisory Committee submitted an annual report
in August [A/70/284]







