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The Secretary-General highlighted that his “UNiTE to End 
Violence against Women” Campaign and Network of Men 
Leaders were striving to expand global advocacy e�orts.

http://www.un.org/en/events/women/iwd/2010/sg_message.
shtml

=  The High Commissioner for Human Rights, Ms. Navi Pillay,  
issued a statement for the Day on domestic violence and killing 
in the name of “honour.”  She emphasized:  “Honour killings are 
… not something that can be simply brushed aside as some 
bizarre and retrograde atrocity that happens somewhere 
else. They are an extreme symptom of discrimination against 
women, which – including other forms of domestic violence – 
is a plague that a�ects every country.”

http://www.un.org/en/events/women/iwd/2010/messages.
shtml

=  In their statement on the occasion of the Day, the Special 
Rapporteur on violence against women, its causes and 
consequences,  Ms. Rashida Manjoo, together with other 
United Nations independent experts, called for a new vision 
of women’s rights informed by the lessons learned from the 
15 year review of the implementation of the Beijing Platform 
for Action.

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.
aspx?NewsID=9877&LangID=E

Secretary-General appoints Special Representative on 
Sexual Violence in Con�ict  

The Secretary-General’s Special Representative on Sexual 
Violence in Con�ict, Ms. Margot Wallström, was sworn in on 
11 March 2010. 

The Special Representative promised a more coherent and 
e�ective battle against the scourge.  “Sexual violence against 
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The United Nations Trust Fund in Support of Actions to Eliminate Violence against Women: 
strategic investments to end violence against women and girls

The United Nations Trust Fund in Support of Actions to Eliminate Violence against Women (the UN Trust Fund) was established 
in 1996 by General Assembly resolution 50/166 and is managed by the United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM) 
on behalf of the United Nations system. The UN Trust Fund is the only global, multilateral grant-making mechanism exclusively 
devoted to supporting local and national e�orts to end violence against women and girls. 

The UN Trust Fund receives voluntary contributions from United Nations Member States, non-pro�t organizations, foundations, 



New grants

Under the14th Call for Proposals in 2009, grants will be made totaling $20 million dollars for over 20 initiatives in more than 30 
countries.  Among other things, the new grantees will:

work to end impunity, by supporting the enforcement of laws and the rule of law;•	

ensure the access of women and girl victims of violence to safety, psychosocial, health, legal aid, and other services, •	
including in the area of sexual and reproductive health; 

assist survivors of sexual violence, including in post-con�ict situations; •	

address the intersections of violence against women and girls and HIV; •	

expand e�orts to end female genital mutilation/cutting; •	

empower women, especially vulnerable groups including adolescent girls, minority and indigenous women.•	
 

Strengthening grantee capacity

Ending violence against women and girls also requires investment in knowledge sharing and evaluation, to provide a solid 
evidence base for determining “what works”. Towards this end, grantee training on evidence-based programme design, 
monitoring and evaluation is becoming a salient feature of UN Trust Fund grants. In partnership with the International Centre 
for Research on Women, the UN Trust Fund has developed a training curriculum that will be o�ered annually to all new grantees 



UNIFEM’s Global Virtual Knowledge Centre to End Violence against 
Women and Girls

This web-based site aims to support practitioners around the world in 
e�ective design, implementation, monitoring and evaluation of policies 
and programmes to end violence against women.  It brings together lessons 
learned and recommended practices gleaned from initiatives on ending 
violence against women and girls, whether originating from the women’s 
movement, civil society organizations, governments, the United Nations 
system or other actors. Currently, the knowledge centre features three 
modules on legislation, men & boys, and safe cities, as well as a programming 
essentials section. Several additional modules are in development. The 
centralized database is fully searchable and available in English, French and 
Spanish.

http://www.endvawnow.org/

Other resources:

= Fact Sheet No 241: Female Genital Mutilation, World Health Organization (WHO), 2010
This fact sheet includes information about the types of female genital mutilation as well as consequences, causes and 
international response. 
http://www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs241/en/print.html

= Programming to Address Violence Against Women: 8 Case Studies, Volume 2 (UNFPA), 2009
This is the second volume in a series that documents best practices in preventing and responding to violence against 
women. These eight case studies feature initiatives from Algeria, Guatemala, Honduras, India, Indonesia, Nepal, Sri Lanka and 
Zimbabwe, implemented by governments and other partners with support from UNFPA. 
http://www.unfpa.org/public/publications/pid/1913
	
= Women’s Safety Audit: What Works and Where? (UN-HABITAT), 2009
The Women’s Safety Audit is a tool that enables a critical evaluation of the urban environment. The Women’s Safety Audit 
tool was �rst developed in Canada following the recommendations of the 1989 report on violence against women and has 
further been developed by UN-HABITAT in the cities of Cape Town, Johannesburg, Durban, Dar es Salaam, Abidjan, Nairobi 
and Warsaw. 
http://www.unhabitat.org/pmss/listItemDetails.aspx?publicationID=2847

= Fact Sheet No 22: European Human Rights Court - Gender equality (Council of Europe), 2010
The fact sheet includes judgments delivered by the European Court of Human Rights on the protection of women against 
gender-based violence. 

The fact sheet is available at: http://www.coe.int/t/dc/av/Factsheets_en.asp

= Knowledge Fair on violence against women website (UNDP), 2009
As a result of the Knowledge Fair on violence against women that took place in 2009, UNDP has created a virtual space 
containing information about best practices from Latin America and the Caribbean. Experiences identi�ed through future 
Knowledge Fairs will continue to be included. This initiative is part of the Latin American component of the Secretary-General’s 
Campaign “UNiTE to End Violence Against Women”. The information is available in Spanish. 
http://www.americalatinagenera.org/es/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=103&Itemid=94

Feature Resource



= Manual on Victimization Surveys (UNODC/UNECE), 2010 
This Manual presents methodological guidelines at the international level for the design of 
victimization surveys. It provides a comprehensive source of information for developing national 
victimization surveys. The Manual is available in English, French and Spanish.

The manual can be downloaded from:
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/data-and-analysis/Crime-Monitoring-Surveys.html

=  21-23 April 2010: Regional seminar for Latin American countries - “Combating Violence 
Against Women: From Legislation to Its E�ective Enforcement” 
The seminar is being jointly organized by the Inter-Parliamentary Union and the Legislative Assembly of Ecuador and will take 
place in Cuenca, Ecuador. 
http://www.ipu.org/splz-e/cuenca10.htm

= 17-21 May 2010: 19th Session of the Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice
The deliberations of the Intergovernmental Expert Group Meeting (IEGM) to review and update the Model Strategies and 
Practical Measures on the Elimination of Violence against Women in the Field of Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice will be 
discussed by the Commission. The session will take place in Vienna, Austria.
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/commissions/CCPCJ/session/19.html 

Words to Action is a newsletter produced by the United Nations Division for the Advancement of Women. It disseminates 


